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3 suits filed 
in San Diego 
over housing 
conditions 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Three lawsuits have been filed 
in San Diego against Lincoln 
Military Housing after the pri¬ 
vate military housing company’s 
September loss against a Marine 
Corps family who sued for negli¬ 
gence related to moldy conditions 
in their home. 

Lenden Webb, attorney for 
two of the three lawsuits filed in 
San Diego Superior Court, said 
there’s “strength in numbers” 
when going against a large private 
company such as Lincoln, which 
manages more than 31,000 mili¬ 
tary housing units nationwide. 

“Enough people need to make a 
stand so that they change the way 
they do business,” he said. 

A representative for Lincoln 
declined to comment on the 
lawsuits. 

SEE SUITS ON PAGE 6 



Webb Law Group 


Jacob Clover, 8, son of Jason 
Clover, an active-duty Marine, 
broke out in hives and suffered 
from many other aiiments 
while living in Camp Pendieton 
base housing, where moid was 
discovered in his bathroom. 



AP 


Fighters from the Kataeb Hezboiiah, or Hezboliah Brigades miiitia, inspect the destruction of their headquarters in the aftermath of a U.S. 
airstrike in Qaim, Iraq, on Monday. The U.S. blames the militia for a rocket barrage Friday that kiiied a U.S. defense contractor. 


Iran-backed militia vows revenge 

us airstrikes in Iraq, Syria latest development in escalating situation with Tehran 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — An Iran-backed Iraqi militia vowed 
Monday to retaliate for U.S. military strikes in Iraq and 
Syria that killed 25 of its fighters and wounded dozens, 
raising concerns of new attacks that could threaten 
American interests in the region. 

The U.S. attack — the largest targeting an Iraqi state- 
sanctioned militia in recent years — and the calls for 
retaliation represent an escalation in the proxy war be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Iran playing out in the Middle East. 

The Iraqi government said it will reconsider its rela¬ 
tionship with the U.S.-led coalition — the first time it has 
said it will do so since an agreement was struck to keep 



Kataeb Hezbollah 
spokesman 
Mohammed Mohieh 
called the U.S. 
strikes a “crime” 
and a “massacre.” 


some US. troops in the country. It called the attack a 
“flagrant violation” of its sovereignty. 

The US. military carried out the strikes Sunday 
against the Iran-backed Kataeb Hezbollah militia, call¬ 
ing it retaliation for last week’s killing of an American 
contractor in a rocket attack on an Iraqi military base 
that it blamed on the group. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the strikes send 
the message that the US. will not tolerate actions by Iran 
that jeopardize American lives. 

The US. military said “precision defensive strikes” 
were conducted against five sites of Kataeb Hezbollah, 
or Hezbollah Brigades, in Iraq and Syria. 

SEE REVENGE ON PAGE 3 
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France sees decline in consumption of Champagne 


By Rudy Ruitenberg 
AND Robert Williams 

Bloomberg 

As President Donald Trump 
targets Champagne in an esca¬ 
lating trade tussle with Europe, 
makers of one of France’s quint¬ 
essential luxuries are losing sup¬ 
port from domestic drinkers. 

Corks are popping less abun¬ 
dantly in France, an additional 
headache for Champagne pro¬ 
ducers already facing the dou¬ 
ble threat of U.S. tariffs and the 


U.K.’s planned exit from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. 

Even as overseas markets con¬ 
tinued their growth, a decade- 
long slide in domestic demand 
worsened in 2018, with sales in 
France falling by 6.5 million 
bottles. The slump appears to 
have continued this year after a 
plunge in sales during the coun¬ 
try’s autumn wine promotions. 
To top it off, a transport workers’ 
strike dragged on into the Christ¬ 
mas season, cutting end-of-year 
spending. 


The plunge during the Septem¬ 
ber and October sales exacerbates 
a trend of falling Champagne de¬ 
mand in France as cheaper alter¬ 
natives gain traction. Volumes 
sold in supermarkets fell 3.5% 
in 2018, while foreign bubbly 
jumped 58%, according to data 
from Symphony IRI. 

“There will certainly be a lot of 
volume that is not finding a home, 
and that’s never good for an in¬ 
dustry,” said Nathalie Viet, head 
of France’s Syndicat des Cavistes, 
a union of specialist wine sellers. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 31).$1.1492 

Dollar buys (Dec. 31).€0.8702 

British pound (Dec. 31).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Dec. 31).107.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 31).1,130.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3143 

Canada (Dollar).1.3074 

China (Yuan) 6 9864 

Denmark (Krone).6.6653 

Egypt (Pound).16.0600 

Euro.$1.1204/0.8925 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7873 

Hungary (Forint).295.29 

Israel (Shekel).3.4614 

Japan (Yen) 108 83 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3031 

Norway (Krone).8.7921 

Phiiippines (Peso).50.78 

Poland (Zloty) .3 80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7513 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3484 

South Korea (Won).1,156.93 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9690 

Thailand (Baht).29.92 

Turkey (Lira).5.9429 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
noniocai currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocai military banking 
facility. Commerciai rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.55 

3-month bill.1.53 

30-year bond.2.31 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Taliban attack Afghan forces, killing 14 


By Tameem Akhgar 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Taliban targeted a pro-govern¬ 
ment militia compound in north¬ 
ern Afghanistan before dawn 
Monday, killing 14 members of 
the Afghan security forces, a 
local official said. The Taliban 
quickly claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

The attack came even as Tal¬ 
iban officials told The Associated 
Press just hours earlier that a 
temporary, nationwide cease¬ 
fire has been agreed upon among 
their council leaders. It wasn’t 
clear when the cease-fire would 


go into effect. 

Of the 14 fatalities in the pre¬ 
dawn attack in Jawzjan province, 
13 were members of a pro-gov¬ 
ernment militia and one was a po¬ 
liceman, said Abdul Maroof Azer, 
the governor’s spokesman. 

Five other militiamen were 
wounded and two are missing, 
according to Azer. He said re¬ 
inforcements later managed to 
reach the area and that the com¬ 
pound is now firmly back under 
government control. 

Meanwhile, the US. military 
in its daily report of overnight 
military operations with Afghan 
forces said that 30 Taliban fight¬ 
ers were killed across the coun¬ 


try and several other insurgents 
detained. 

The Taliban have intensified 
their attacks in northern Afghan¬ 
istan in recent days. They target¬ 
ed a local militiamen compound 
in northern Takhar province on 
Sunday, killing at least 17 Afghan 
militiamen. On Friday, at least 10 
Afghan soldiers were killed in an 
attack on a checkpoint in south¬ 
ern Helmand province. 

On Dec. 23, an American sol¬ 
dier was killed in combat in 
northern Kunduz province. The 
Taliban claimed they were be¬ 
hind a fatal roadside bombing 
that targeted American and Af¬ 


ghan forces there. Also last week, 
a Taliban attack on a checkpoint 
killed at least seven Afghan army 
soldiers in northern Balkh prov¬ 
ince. Another six Afghan troops 
were killed in the same province 
Thursday in an attack on an army 
base. 

The Taliban today control or 
hold sway over half of the coun¬ 
try and, along with ISIS, stage 
near-daily attacks targeting Af¬ 
ghan and US. forces and Afghan 
government officials. Scores of 
civilians die in the cross-fire. The 
insurgents are at their strongest 
point in the 18-year war, Ameri¬ 
ca’s longest conflict. 


A cease-fire had been demand¬ 
ed by Washington before any 
peace agreement could be signed. 
A peace deal would allow the US. 
to bring home its troops from Af¬ 
ghanistan and end its military en¬ 
gagement there. 

The Taliban did not specify the 
duration of the cease-fire, though 
it was suggested the truce would 
last for 10 days. 

The US. wants any peace deal 
to include a promise from the 
Taliban that Afghanistan would 
not be used as a base by terrorist 
groups. 

The US. currently has an 
estimated 12,000 troops in 
Afghanistan. 


Revenge: Iraq’s top Shiite 
cleric condemns US attack, 
calls it ‘atrocious aggression’ 



Ali Abdul Hassan/AP 


Protesters burn representations of a U.S. flag in Tahrir Square, Baghdad, on Monday. They were 
protesting against the U.S. strikes on the Kataeb Hezbollah militia. 



AP 


The Kataeb Hezbollah headquarters lies in ruins in the aftermath of a 
U.S. airstrike in Qaim, Iraq, on Monday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The group, which is a separate 
force from the Lebanese militant 
group Hezbollah, operates under 
the umbrella of the state-sanc¬ 
tioned militias known collectively 
as the Popular Mobilization Forc¬ 
es. Many of them are supported 
by Iran. 

“Our battle with America and 
its mercenaries is now open to 
all possibilities,” Kataeb Hezbol¬ 
lah said in a statement around 
midnight Sunday. “We have no 
alternative today other than con¬ 
frontation and there is nothing 
that will prevent us from respond¬ 
ing to this crime.” 

The Iraqi government con¬ 
demned the U.S. attack, calling 
it a “dangerous violation of the 
rules of engagement that govern 
the work of U.S.-led coalition 
forces in Iraq” by taking unilat¬ 
eral military action without the 
approval of Iraqi authorities. 

In a strongly worded statement, 
it said the attack targeted Iraqi 
forces operating in an area on 
the front lines of the war against 
Islamic State and fighters who 
played an instrumental role in de¬ 
feating the extremists in eastern 
Syria and western Iraq. 

The Iraqi statement said the 
U.S. attack violated the “goals and 
principles” of the international 
coalition fighting ISIS. Iraq would 
“review its relationship” with the 
U.S.-led forces in the country, in 
order to better preserve “the sov¬ 
ereignty and security of the coun¬ 
try,” it added. 

Iraq’s top Shiite cleric called 
on the Iraqi government to step 
in and prevent the country from 
turning into “an arena for settling 
accounts” between regional and 
international powers. 

In a statement. Grand Ayatol¬ 
lah Ali al-Sistani condemned the 
“atrocious aggression” by the 
U.S. and called for the respect of 
Iraq’s sovereignty and to abstain 
from violating it “under the pre¬ 
text of responding to some illegal 


practices by some sides.” 

Al-Sistani, however, added that 
“only Iraqi authorities are en¬ 
titled to deal with these practices 
and take necessary measures to 
prevent them.” 

The cleric’s comments ap¬ 
peared to be a warning against 
any retaliation by Iran-backed 
paramilitary groups which would 
further inflame the situation in 
the country. Iraq has been roiled 
by three months of mass protests 
against the ruling elite as well as 
the influence of Iran-backed mili¬ 
tias in the country’s politics. 

About 500 people have died in 
anti-government protests, most 
of them demonstrators killed by 
Iraqi security forces. The upris¬ 
ing prompted the resignation last 
month of Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi, who remains in a 
caretaker capacity. 

A statement from Abdul-Mah- 
di’s office on Sunday night said 
U.S. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper had called him about a 
half-hour before the strikes to tell 
him of U.S. intentions to hit bases 
of the Kataeb Hezbollah militia, 
adding that Abdul-Mahdi had 
urged him to call off the plan. 

The U.S. blames the Kataeb 
Hezbollah militia for a rocket 
barrage Friday that killed a U.S. 
defense contractor at a military 
compound near Kirkuk, in north¬ 
ern Iraq, as well as for a series of 
other attacks on bases that house 
American troops in Iraq that have 
not been claimed by any faction. 

A spokesman for Kataeb He¬ 
zbollah denied that the group 
was behind the rocket attacks on 
U.S. bases, including the one that 
killed the American contractor, 
saying Washington is using them 
as a pretext to attack his group. 

The spokesman, Moham¬ 
med Mohieh, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press the death toll from the 
American airstrikes rose to 25 
on Monday and that at least 51 
militiamen were wounded, some 
of whom were in serious condi- 


Our battle with 
America and its 
mercenaries is 
now open to all 
possibilities. ^ 

Kataeb Hezbollah 

in a statement 


tion. The militia would retaliate, 
he said but added that the group’s 
commanders would decide on the 
form of retaliation. 

“These forces must leave,” he 
said of U.S. troops in Iraq, calling 
the latest attack a “crime” and a 
“massacre.” 

The U.S. has maintained some 
5,000 troops in Iraq at the invi¬ 
tation of the Iraqi government, 
to help assist in the fight against 
ISIS. 

An official with the Popular Mo¬ 
bilization Forces said one of the 
American missiles struck a room 
where the fighters were taking a 
nap in the afternoon, killing some 


of them in their sleep as the ceil¬ 
ing collapsed. The official, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to 
talk to reporters, said U.S. forces 
have targeted Kataeb Hezbollah 
in the past but offered no evi¬ 
dence to support his claims. 

In Tehran, Foreign Ministry 


spokesman Abbas Mousavi con¬ 
demned the U.S. strikes against 
Kataeb Hezbollah as an “obvious 
case of terrorism” and accused 
Washington of ignoring Iraq’s 
sovereignty. 

Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbol¬ 
lah also blasted the “brutal Amer¬ 
ican aggression” of the attack. 
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MILITARY _ 

Year ends with 
record number of 
strikes in Somalia 



Taylor DiMartino/U.S. Navy 


Gearing up for fire driii 

Electronics Technician 3rd Class Philip Pugh, right, of Mansfield, Ohio, puts on firefighting gear during 
a general quarters drill Saturday aboard the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Milius. The Milius is 
conducting operations in the Indo-Pacific region while assigned to Destroyer Squadron 15, the Navy's 
lai^est forward-deployed destroyer squadron and the U.S. 7th Fleet’s principal surface force. 


Official defends Trump’s handling of Gallagher case 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—The 
U.S. military conducted three air- 
strikes Sunday in Somalia, where 
a record 63 such attacks were 
conducted in 2019 as part of a 
stepped-up campaign against Is¬ 
lamic militants. 

The latest bombings hit terror¬ 
ists in two separate locations in 
Somalia, killing four fighters and 
destroying two vehicles, U.S. Afri¬ 
ca Command said in a statement. 

The majority of U.S. military 
strikes in Somalia have been di¬ 
rected at the al-Shabab terror¬ 
ist group, which is aligned with 
al-Qaida and seeks to overthrow 
the country’s U.S.-backed central 
government. 

“They (al-Shabab) are a global 
menace and their sights are set 
on exporting violence regionally 
and eventually attacking the U.S. 
homeland,” Maj. Gen. William 
Gayler, AFRICOM’s director of 
operations, said in a statement. 

The number of strikes this year 
far outpaces that of previous years 
in Somalia, where the U.S. mili¬ 
tary conducted 47 aerial attacks 
in 2018 and 35 in 2017. 

As the pace of attacks has picked 
up, so has outside scrutiny of mili¬ 
tary operations in the country. 

Earlier this year, international 
human rights organization Am¬ 
nesty International issued reports 
that accused AFRICOM of kill¬ 
ing about 20 civilians in multiple 
strikes conducted between April 
2017 and March 2019. 

AFRICOM disputed the group’s 


methodology and findings. To 
date, the command has acknowl¬ 
edged only two civilian casualties 
from an airstrike in 2018. That ac¬ 
knowledgement came after an in¬ 
ternal review of airstrikes found a 
U.S. counterterrorism unit failed 
to properly report the deaths to 
higher headquarters. 

The review was prompted in 
part by continued interest in civil¬ 
ian deaths by both Amnesty and 
Congress. 

Washington has increased 
its support for Somalia, with a 
strengthened diplomatic mission 
and a military training effort fo¬ 
cused on building up the country’s 
military. U.S. special operations 
troops also serve as advisers to 
Somali ground forces. 

Still, al-Shabab has proven 
resilient. While the group holds 
less territory than it did a decade 
ago, it continues to carry out oc¬ 
casional high-profile attacks. On 
Saturday, the Somali government 
blamed al-Shabab for killing 79 
people in a truck bomb explosion 
in the capital, Mogadishu. 

In September, U.S. troops also 
were forced to fight and call in 
airstrikes after a base used by 
American forces in the country 

— Baledogle Military Airfield 

— came under attack. 

There were no American casu¬ 
alties, but the attack demonstrat¬ 
ed al-Shabab’s intent to attack 
U.S. interests, AFRICOM said at 
the time. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)]ohn_vandiver 


The Washington Post 

National security adviser Rob¬ 
ert O’Brien on Sunday defended 
President Donald Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to roll back disciplinary ac¬ 
tion against Chief Petty Officer 
Edward Gallagher, the disgraced 
Navy SEAL who was accused of 
war crimes for allegedly killing 
an Iraqi teenager and later posing 
with the corpse for a photograph. 

In an interview on ABC News’ 
“This Week,” O’Brien contended 
that there were “very serious legal 
issues” with the pretrial portion 
of Gallagher’s legal proceedings. 


echoing the arguments made by 
Trump and others in defense of 
Gallagher. 

“Ultimately, the president as 
commander in chief has said that 
he’s got the back of our men and 
women in uniform,” O’Brien said. 
“He has the power to pardon and 
to grant clemency. He exercised 
that power here. ... This is a case 
that deserved clemency.” 

Trump’s embrace of Gallagh¬ 
er got messier Friday after The 
New York Times published video 
testimony showing men who 
had worked under him describ¬ 
ing their former chief as “evil,” 


“toxic” and an unrepentant killer. 

Trump intervened several 
times during Gallagher’s pros¬ 
ecution. A military court in July 
acquitted the chief petty officer of 
the majority of war crimes charg¬ 
es he faced. 

Gallagher was convicted of the 
lesser charge of posing with the 
body, but Trump ensured that he 
would not be demoted or stripped 
of his status as a Navy SEAL, 
overruling military leadership. 
Navy Secretary Richard Spencer 
was later fired after Defense Sec¬ 
retary Mark Esper took issue with 
his handling of Gallagher’s case. 


Convicted Air Force major appeals to Supreme Court 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

An Air Force pilot dismissed from the 
service for sexually harassing subordinates 
is asking the Supreme Court to overturn his 
convictions because his actions were mere¬ 
ly “wishful thinking,” his lawyers said. 

Mqj. Paul Voorhees was convicted of sex¬ 
ually assaulting an enlisted airman in 2015 
but had the ruling overturned on appeal. 
Five counts of conduct unbecoming an of¬ 
ficer and a gentleman were upheld. 

The counts involved three women and 
included asking two to describe the under¬ 
wear they were wearing, all three if they’d 
cheated on their partners and one if she 
wanted to go to his hotel room. 

An “innocuous” back rub he gave one 
airman also did not constitute conduct un¬ 
becoming under the Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice, according to documents from 
Voorhees’ lawyers asking justices to hear 
the case. 

At issue is whether conduct unbecoming 
requires proving specific harmful intent or 
knowledge of wrongfulness, or conversely, 
whether the actions themselves were crim¬ 


inal regardless of knowledge or intent. 

For example, premeditated murder, bur¬ 
glary and larceny require specific intent. 
Rape, battery and drunken driving do not. 

That back rub segued into sexual inter¬ 
course and ended in the sexual assault con¬ 
viction, dismissal and a three-year prison 
sentence for the former C-130 pilot. 

The sexual assault conviction was over¬ 
turned the next year because Air Force 
appellate judges decided Voorhees could 
have reasonably believed the woman had 
consented. 

Voorhees was released from jail and is 
now “basically living with his mother,” his 
lawyer, Donald Rehkopf Jr. said in a phone 
interview. “He’s got fairly substantial child- 
support payments.” 

He hopes to have his convictions over¬ 
turned in order to qualify for Veterans Af¬ 
fairs benefits. “He can’t get a flying job. 
He’s unemployable,” his lawyer said. 

In June, the Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces agreed with Voorhees that 
prosecutors should not have referred to 
him as “a pig” and a “narcissistic, chauvin¬ 
istic, joke of an officer.” 

But the misbehavior wasn’t consequen¬ 


tial enough to overturn the conduct-unbe¬ 
coming convictions, the court said. 

It dismissed as meritless Voorhees’ 
claims that conduct unbecoming requires 
specific harmful intent or knowledge of 
wrongfulness of the actions. 

Criminal liability for conduct unbecom¬ 
ing “does not depend on whether conduct 
actually effects a harm upon a victim but 
rather on whether the officer possesses the 
general intent to act indecorously, dishon¬ 
estly or indecently,” the appeals court said 
in its opinion. 

Rehkopf says the military court got it 
wrong, especially in light of two recent Su¬ 
preme Court decisions. 

The Supreme Court in 2015 overturned 
the conviction of a man who threatened 
to kill his estranged wife on Facebook but 
said it was artistic expression rather than 
a true threat. 

In June, the court overturned the convic¬ 
tion of a foreign national for illegally pos¬ 
sessing guns because the man argued he 
was unaware he was barred from possess¬ 
ing a firearm. 

“An accused must at least know that his 
or her ‘conduct’ is ‘unbecoming’ before one 


can be convicted of violating this statute,” 
Rehkopf wrote in his petition. 

The military court’s decision should be 
overturned because it made “expressing 
one’s thoughts, regardless of any intended 
offensiveness ... a crime,” Rehkopf wrote. 

Of the thousands of cases appealed to the 
Supreme Court, fewer than 100 are typical¬ 
ly heard annually, the U.S. federal courts 
website says. 

Don Christensen, president of Protect 
Our Defenders, the advocacy group for 
military sexual assault survivors, and a 
former Air Force prosecutor, said it seemed 
unlikely that the Supreme Court would be 
interested in the case. 

The military court’s analysis was solid, 
given the history and importance of the 
conduct unbecoming UCMJ article, as 
well as the military-specific nature of the 
charges, he said. 

The Supreme Court “gives great defer¬ 
ence to Congress’ determination of mili¬ 
tary necessity. I just don’t see this being an 
exception,” Christensen said. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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Guardsman receives OK to 
sport Norse pagan beard 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — A Nevada 
Army Guard soldier serving in 
Afghanistan has received a uni¬ 
form religious exception to sport 
a beard based upon his Norse 
pagan beliefs. 

The Nevada Army Guard said 
this month Sgt. 1st Class Ben¬ 
jamin Hopper is the first guard 
soldier to receive a religious ac¬ 
commodation approval for a 
beard. 

Norse paganism is a polythe¬ 
istic religion that is based on 
ancient beliefs and practices as¬ 
sociated with the geographic area 
of Scandinavia. 

Hopper, 34, of Madison, Ala., 
said he has been practicing his 
Norse pagan faith for about two 


decades and he noted his beliefs 
complement the Army Warrior 
ethos. He cited documents on the 
Norse beard that underscore the 
fact beards are seen as a sacred 
and defining feature of masculine 
men. 

“My personal faith is deeply 
tied to the modern warrior life¬ 
style that I have been able to live 
during my military career,” Hop¬ 
per said. “In short, it is honoring 
the pillars of heathenism, our an¬ 
cestors and ancient gods and way 
of life.” 

Hopper said his beard has led 
to several inquiries while he’s 
been deployed. 

“Regardless of why, the wear 
of a beard while in uniform does 
tend to raise a number of ques¬ 
tions,” Hopper said. “I’ve been 


brought before some fairly high- 
ranking individuals to explain the 
situation as it is a newer process 
in the Army.” 

According to the Nevada 
Guard’s Chaplain’s Office, two 
other pagan soldiers also are pur¬ 
suing a waiver to wear a beard. 

Joint Force State Chaplain M^. 
Donald Crandell said his staff 
is glad to help soldiers and air¬ 
men obtain sincere requests for 
accommodation. 

“The chaplain corps will work 
with any military member to aid 
them in a genuine pursuit of an 
accommodation,” Crandell said. 
“However, we are not actively 
promoting a trend in this direc¬ 
tion or seeking to normalize it.” 



Erick STUOENicKA/Nevada Army Guard 


Sgt. 1st Class Benjamin Hopper, now deployed in Afghanistan with 
the 3665th Ordnance Company, is the first Nevada Army Guard 
soldier to receive a religious accommodation for a beard. 


Yokota Air Base unveils new $50,000 golf simulator 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Golfers 
at the home of U.S. Forces Japan in west¬ 
ern Tokyo can hit balls on simulations of 
some of the world’s finest courses without 
going outside the gate. 

Workers at Yokota’s Par 3 course fin¬ 
ished installing a $50,000 Trackman 4 golf 
simulator Friday. 

The system includes sensors and pro¬ 
jected images of fairways that allow golf¬ 
ers, hitting real balls against a screen, 
to imagine they’re playing on any of 50 
courses, to include the likes of PGA Na¬ 
tional in Florida, Albany Golf Course in 
the Bahamas and St. Andrews’ famous 
links in Scotland. 

Navy Capt. Jose Cisneros, 56, of San 
Diego, was one of the first to use the Yo¬ 
kota system, which can track things like 
clubhead speed and ball flight, direction 
and spin. 

“I like that you can see what your num¬ 
ber and stats are,” the 8 handicapper and 
member of the Air Force’s Tama Hills Golf 
Club in Tokyo said during a session Dec. 
13 before the last pieces of artificial turf 
had been laid in front of the simulator’s 
screen. 

“You can see the flight of the ball,” he 
added “It’s very realistic.” 

Cisneros, who works at U.S. Forces 
Japan, said the feedback he gets from the 
machine makes it better practice than hit¬ 
ting balls at the range. 

“You can spend a lot of time on the range 
but you’re not getting feedback so it’s hard 
to improve,” he said. 

So far Cisneros has used the Trackman 4 
to play simulated rounds at Saint Andrews 
as well as the Taiheiyo Club’s Gotemba 
Course at the foot of Mount Fuji, he said. 

Tama’s head golf professional, Patrick 
Bowman, said the system is installed in 
space that used to be filled with golf equip¬ 
ment on sale. Competition from online and 
off-base golf retailers meant sales hadn’t 
been great in recent years, he said. 

Staff settled on the Trackman 4 after 
checking out a half-dozen golf simulators 
in Japan and deciding on one that offered 
more American courses, he said. 



The device is used by the likes of Tiger 
Woods to practice ahead of professional 
matches. Bowman said. 

Virtual golf might appeal to players who 
don’t have time for the 45-minute drive 
down to Tama. 

“There are guys at Yokota who are 
strapped for time or have kids,” Bowman 
said. “They don’t have time to spend a 
whole day playing golf” 

Players can rent the simulator for $20 
for the first half-hour between 7:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. on days when the golf course 
is open and $15 for every half-hour after 
that, he said. 

robson.'seth@stripes.com 

Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 



Above: Navy Capt. Jose 
Cisneros practices his 
golf swing with Yokota 
Air Base’s newest tool 
at the par three course 
on Dec. 13. Left: 
Patrick Bowman, the 
head golf pro at the 
base course, explains 
how the new indoor 
simulator can help 
improve a player’s golf 
game. 

Photos by Theron Godbold/ 
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Higher rent expected for 
military families in Europe 



The KMC Housing Office on Vogelweh, an air base near 
Kaisersiautem, Germany, serves the lai^est U.S. military community 
overseas. The housing office will no longer vet off-base rental leases 
for excessive rates, meaning landlords who charge higher rents will 
be able to list their property with the housing office. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — Americans assigned to Air 
Force bases in Europe could soon 
be paying higher rent for off-base 
homes after revised Pentagon 
rules removed the ceiling on what 
landlords can charge tenants. 

Housing offices will still vet 
homes for safety and help medi¬ 
ate disputes between landlords 
and tenants, but landlords are 
free to set their own prices within 
the parameters of German law, 
officials said. 

“We expect to see those rates 
go up,” said Lt. Col. Kathryn 
M. Kilker, 86th Civil Engineer 
Squadron commander. 

The change went into effect last 
month after new guidance was is¬ 
sued to wing commanders across 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe-Air 
Forces Africa. 

The revised rules apply across 
the Defense Department, officials 
in Germany said, but thus far no 
changes have been announced 
elsewhere. 

The rules shouldn’t affect leas¬ 
es stateside, where housing of¬ 
fices don’t typically get involved 
in validating rent. 

In the Kaiserslautern area, 
where a m^ority of the roughly 
50,000 Americans tied to the mil¬ 
itary community live off base, the 
new guidance is already boosting 


new lease prices. 

“We’re seeing a steady amount 
of people increasing the rental 
rate for new contracts,” Kilker 
said. 

Current tenants won’t be im¬ 
mediately affected because Ger¬ 
man law prohibits landlords from 
raising the rent on contracts dur¬ 
ing the first 15 months of a lease, 
Kilker said. 

Previously, housing officials 
could refuse to list a property 
if they thought the rent was too 
high, Kilker and another official 
at Ramstein said. 

Military personnel and most 
civilians assigned overseas re¬ 
ceive a housing allowance from 
the U.S. government to cover rent 
and utilities based on rank or 
grade, family size and the local 
cost of living. 

Unlike in the US., service 
members overseas cannot keep 
any extra allowance that they 
don’t use. 

With the new rules, junior en¬ 
listed personnel might have to 
look for rental homes farther 
away from bases in order to keep 
their rent and utilities within 
their housing allowance, officials 
said. 

Not everyone needs to go 
through the housing office to find 
a rental property. 

Military personnel and Air 
Force civilians in Kaiserslaut¬ 


ern must get the housing office 
to approve their lease, but Army 
civilians. Defense Department 
teachers and contractors do not. 

However, the amount they are 
reimbursed for rent and utili¬ 
ties is limited by the housing al¬ 
lowance rules. The revised rule 
could encourage more landlords 
to list their properties with the 
housing office, said Scott Vincent, 
of the Air Force Installation and 
Mission Support Center, Detach¬ 
ment 4, at Ramstein. 

“The housing office won’t set 
their rate, which I think is what 
most of them were probably con¬ 
cerned about,” he said. 

Driving the change is the re¬ 
moval from the Joint Travel Reg¬ 
ulations last spring of language 
that said military housing offices 
could “refuse to approve a lease” 
if the rental amount was “exces¬ 
sive and not reflective of avail¬ 
able housing,” Vincent said. 

The new rule should apply to 
all military housing offices that 
vet rental rates, Vincent said. 

“We let our wings know ... 
that if they were engaging in this 
practice, they no longer had the 
authority” to do so, he said. 

Though housing offices will 
no longer be gatekeepers for 
rental rates, landlords don’t have 
carte blanche to price-gouge. Air 
Force officials said. Germany has 
some of the toughest rent control 


laws in Europe and landlords 
can increase rent only by small 
increments. 

They also have to justify the 
rent increase. If they modernize 
or add energy conservation im¬ 
provements, for example, they 
can increase the rent, Vincent 
said. German law caps price 
increases to 20% within three 
years, he said. 

Outside Germany, the change 
likely will affect rental rates 
around Aviano Air Base, Italy. 
Aviano’s community housing 
guidelines state they “will not ap¬ 
prove a lease if the rental amount 
is excessive and not reflective of 
available housing.” 

The base is developing a plan 


that will support airmen while 
maintaining community rela¬ 
tions, Aviano spokeswoman M^. 
Sarah Babcock said. 

In the Asia-Pacific region, Yo- 
kota Air Base officials in Japan 
said they were checking with 
Pacific Air Forces to see if any 
guidelines had been sent out. 
Housing officials at Osan Air 
Base in South Korea, meanwhile, 
said they did not get involved with 
approving leases based on rental 
rates but would advise service 
members if their lease exceeded 
their housing allowance. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Kent Harris 
in Aviano and Matthew Keeler in Osan 
contributed to this story. 
svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Suits: Families claim company was negligent in maintaining base housing 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The two Marine Corps families Webb 
represents are suing Lincoln for negli¬ 
gence, fraud and rent abatement, among 
other allegations, related to mold in hous¬ 
ing at Camp Pendleton and Marine Corps 
Air Station Miramar that left members in 
each family sick. 

The lawsuit complaint for the Clover 
family, filed Nov. 22, outlines the deterio¬ 
ration of their now 8-year-old son’s health 
over five years in base housing as well as 
the family’s continued requests for repairs 
related to water damage and leaks. 

Jason Clover, an active-duty Marine; his 
wife, Valerie; and their two children lived 
at Camp Pendleton for about five years be¬ 
ginning in June 2014, according to court 
documents. They discovered mold in the 
windowsills when they moved in. Within a 
month the kitchen sink began leaking — an 
issue that plagued their entire stay at the 
home. 

All the while, their son, Jacob, developed 
eczema, hives and attention deficit hyper¬ 
activity disorder and visited his doctor 
more than 10 times within a year for those 
conditions, according to court documents. 
Other symptoms developed and conditions 
worsened until he was diagnosed with pe¬ 
diatric acute onset neuropsychiatric syn¬ 
drome that a physician linked to chronic 
exposure to mold. 

Jacob also developed anxiety and nose¬ 
bleeds that lasted up to 30 minutes. In 
March, a medical test found five types of 
mold in Jacob’s body, according to court 



Webb Law Group 


Mold is visible in the home of one of three 
Marine Corps families to file lawsuits 
against Lincoln Military Housing in San 
Diego. Court documents describe constant 
requests for repairs related to water leaks. 

documents. An air quality test done on the 
home detected the same mold spores. 

A second family filed a lawsuit with Webb 
but chose to remain anonymous. The com¬ 
plaint, filed Dec. 10, outlines the problems 
faced by an active-duty Marine stationed 
at Miramar, his wife and their two children 
during a 10-month stay in base housing. 

While the Marine was deployed, his fam¬ 
ily moved into the home in January and 
noticed a mildew smell and “the air in the 
house felt heavy, damp and humid,” ac¬ 
cording to court documents. 

To remedy that, Lincoln employees told 
the wife to buy a dehumidifier, according 
to the documents. She bought the machine. 


but water continued to enter the home, and 
the master bedroom carpet remained “con¬ 
sistently soaked with water.” 

When she questioned whether the wet¬ 
ness had caused mold, a maintenance work¬ 
er told her that when mold was present, he 
could smell it, and he didn’t smell mold in 
her home, according to the documents. 

It wasn’t until the Marine returned home 
in April that the couple believed their ongo¬ 
ing maintenance requests were taken seri¬ 
ously, he said during a phone interview. 

“It’s frustrating to me that it takes the 
active-duty service member to come home 
and raise a stink, when my spouse is there 
living in it every single day. That’s the 
most frustrating part,” the Marine said. “It 
made my focus at my place of work very 
difficult.” 

By September, the family was moved 
from the home so repairs could be made. 
After being moved to two hotels, the family 
finally chose to move away as the Marine 
prepares to deploy again. 

“What they were saying and the lack of 
what they were doing is what frustrated me 
to the point that I decided something need¬ 
ed to be done,” he said of choosing legal 
action. “It’s unacceptable that if I can’t be 
there 24/7 to protect [my family], I count on 
that housing company to do what they need 
to do to do their job. They didn’t do it, and it 
sent me over the edge.” 

Both lawsuits are similar to the allega¬ 
tions in the case of the Charvat family, in 
which a San Diego jury ruled in the fami¬ 
ly’s favor and awarded $2 million in dam¬ 


ages. However, a judge this month ruled 
the money excessive and ordered a new 
trial to determine the appropriate amount 
the family of four should be awarded. 

“With the precedent of the other case, I 
think Lincoln would be smart to go to the 
negotiating table,” Webb said, adding he’s 
not deterred by the judge’s ruling. 

“Even if it is excessive, there is a num¬ 
ber between zero and 2 million that makes 
sense,” Webb said. “Regardless of what 
that is, there is going to be a punitive ele¬ 
ment toward Lincoln.” 

A third lawsuit against Lincoln in the 
San Diego area was filed on Sept. 19 by 
Jason Beck, a warrant officer in the Ma¬ 
rine Corps; his wife. Kali; and their three 
children for housing at Twentynine Palms. 
The family moved into base housing in 
August 2014 and is seeking damages for 
negligence, breach of contract, nuisance 
and retaliatory eviction, according to court 
documents. 

The lawsuit doesn’t describe mold in the 
home but outlines excessive moisture and 
condensation, dust mites, water leaks and 
damp ceilings, as well as failure to main¬ 
tain the property. As a result, the lawsuit 
says the family suffered humiliation, emo¬ 
tional distress, anxiety, pain and suffering 
and physical and mental injury. 

While the cases filed by Webb await 
court dates, the Beck family’s lawsuit is 
scheduled for a hearing in February. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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PACIFIC _ 

Kim calls for measures 
to protect North Korea 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


A poster shows a portrait of President Donald Trump near the 
Foreign Ministry in Seoul, South Korea, on Monday. North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un called for his military and diplomats to prepare 
unspecified “offensive measures” to protect the country’s security. 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
called for his military and diplo¬ 
mats to prepare unspecified “of¬ 
fensive measures” to protect the 
country’s security and sovereign¬ 
ty, the North’s state media said 
Monday, before his end-of-year 
deadline for the Trump admin¬ 
istration to make mgjor conces¬ 
sions to salvage a fragile nuclear 
diplomacy. 

Kim during a ruling Work¬ 
ers’ Party meeting Sunday also 
“comprehensively and anatomi¬ 
cally analyzed” problems arising 
in efforts to rebuild the North’s 
moribund economy and present¬ 
ed tasks for “urgently correcting 
the grave situation of the mgjor 
industrial sectors,” the Korean 
Central News Agency said. 

The plenary meeting of the 
party’s Central Committee, which 
began Saturday, is being closely 
watched amid concerns that Kim 
could suspend his deadlocked nu¬ 


clear negotiations with the United 
States and take a more confronta¬ 
tional approach by lifting a self- 
imposed moratorium on nuclear 
and long-range missile tests. 

The North has said the meet¬ 
ing, which was to continue for 
at least another day, is intended 
for discussions on overcoming 
“manifold and harsh trials and 
difficulties.” 

Kim, who has said the North 
would pursue a “new path” if 
Washington persists with sanc¬ 
tions and pressure, is expected to 
announce mgjor policy changes 
during his New Year’s address on 
Wednesday. 

The KCNA report did not de¬ 
scribe any decisions made at the 
meeting or mention any specific 
remarks by Kim about the United 
States. 

The North’s official Rodong 
Sinmun newspaper published 
photos of Kim, wearing a white 
dress shirt and horn-rimmed 
glasses, speaking from a podium 
as hundreds of government and 
military officials jotted down his 


comments. 

“Emphasizing the need to take 
positive and offensive measures 
for fully ensuring the sovereignty 
and security of the country as re¬ 
quired by the present situation, 
[Kim] indicated the duties of the 
fields of foreign affairs, muni¬ 
tions industry and armed forces 
of the DPRK,” the agency said 
in its English report, referring to 
North Korea’s formal name, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

KCNA’s Korean-language re¬ 
port said Kim called for “active 
and offensive” measures. 

Kim also “comprehensively 
and anatomically analyzed the 
problems arising in the overall 
state-building including the state 
management and economic con¬ 
struction in the present time,” the 
agency said. 

“He stressed the need to rea¬ 
sonably straighten the country’s 
economic work system and order 
and establish a strong discipline 
and presented the tasks for ur¬ 
gently correcting the grave situ¬ 


ation of the m^or industrial 
sectors of the national economy,” 
the report said. 

It added that Kim stressed the 
need for a “decisive” increase 
in agricultural production and 
gave out instructions for improv¬ 
ing science, education and public 
health standards. 

Lee Sang-min, a spokesman of 
South Korea’s Unification Minis¬ 
try, said Seoul is closely watching 
the North Korean party meeting, 
but he didn’t speculate on what 
Kim’s call for active and offensive 
security measures would have 


meant. 

Cheong Seong-Chang, a senior 
analyst at South Korea’s private 
Sejong Institute, said it was the 
first time under Kim’s rule that 
a plenary meeting of the party’s 
Central Committee continued for 
more than a day. 

Kim has an urgent need to 
make mqjor policy changes in the 
face of persistent U.S.-led sanc¬ 
tions and pressure, especially 
with a global crackdown on North 
Korean labor exports further 
straining his broken economy, 
Cheong said. 
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Gunman killed 
by congregants 
at Texas church 



Seth Harrison, The (Rockland and Westchester, N.Y.) Journal News/AP 


Grafton Thomas is led from Ramapo Town Hall in Ramapo, N.Y, following his arraignment Sunday in 
connection with the stabbings of multiple people celebrating Hanukkah at a rabbi’s home in Monsey, N.Y. 

Family of suspect in Hanukkah 
stabbings says he is mentally ill 


Associated Press 

WHITE SETTLEMENT, 
Texas — A gunman who killed 
two people during a Texas church 
service was fatally shot within 
seconds by armed congregants, 
said state officials, who hailed the 
state’s gun laws that allow weap¬ 
ons in places of worship. 

More than 240 people were 
in the West Freeway Church of 
Christ in the Fort Worth-area 
town of White Settlement during 
Sunday’s shooting, authorities 
said. 

Isabel Arreola told the Star- 
Telegram that she sat near the 
gunman and that she’d never 
seen him before Sunday’s ser¬ 
vice. She said he appeared to be 
wearing a disguise, perhaps a 
fake beard, and that he made her 
uncomfortable. 

She said the man stood up, 
pulled a shotgun from his cloth¬ 
ing, opened fire and was quickly 
shot by two congregants who 
were part of a volunteer security 
team. 

“I was so surprised because I 
did not know that so many in the 
church were armed,” she said. 

Tiffany Wallace told Dallas 
TV station KXAS that her father, 
Anton “Tony” Wallace, was one 
of the people killed. She said her 
father was a deacon at the church 
and had just handed out com¬ 
munion when the gunman ap¬ 
proached him. 

“I ran toward my dad and the 
last thing I remember is him ask¬ 
ing for oxygen and I was just hold¬ 
ing him, telling him I loved him 
and that he was going to make it,” 
Wallace said. 

Wallace said her father was 
rushed to a hospital but he did not 
survive. 

“You just wonder why? How 
can someone so evil, the devil, 
step into the church and do this,” 
she said. 


At a news conference Sunday 
night, Texas Republican Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick said the gunman was 
killed within six seconds of open¬ 
ing fire. Patrick hailed the state’s 
gun laws, including a measure 
enacted this year that affirmed 
the right of licensed handgun 
holders to carry a weapon in plac¬ 
es of worship unless the facility 
bans them. 

That law was passed in the af¬ 
termath of the deadliest mass 
shooting in Texas history, which 
was also at a church. In the 2017 
massacre at First Baptist Church 
of Sutherland Springs, a man who 
opened fire on a Sunday morning 
congregation killed more than 
two dozen people. He later killed 
himself 

Patrick said the two congre¬ 
gants who drew their weapons 
saved an “untold number of 
lives.” 

Britt Farmer, senior minister 
of the church, said, “We lost two 
great men today, but it could have 
been a lot worse." 

Officials have not released 
the names of the victims or the 
gunman. FBI Special Agent in 
Charge Matthew DeSarno said 
they’re working to identify the 
gunman’s motive. 

DeSarno also said the gunman 
had been arrested multiple times 
in the past but declined to give 
details. 

An elder at the church told The 
New York Times that one of those 
killed was a security guard who 
responded to the shooter, calling 
him a dear friend. 

“He was trying to do what he 
needed to do to protect the rest of 
us,” said the elder, Mike Tinius. 

“Places of worship are meant 
to be sacred, and I am grateful for 
the church members who acted 
quickly to take down the shooter 
and help prevent further loss of 
life,” Republican Gov. Greg Ab¬ 
bott said in a tweeted statement. 


Associated Press 

MONSEY, N.Y. — A man ac¬ 
cused of storming into a rabbi’s 
home and stabbing five people 
as they celebrated Hanukkah 
in an Orthodox Jewish commu¬ 
nity north of New York City was 
raised to embrace tolerance but 
has a history of mental illness, his 
family said. 

“Grafton Thomas has a long 
history of mental illness and hos¬ 
pitalizations. He has no history 
of like violent acts and no convic¬ 
tions for any crime,” his family 
said late Sunday in a statement 
issued by attorney Michael Suss- 
man. “He has no known history 
of anti-Semitism and was raised 
in a home which embraced and 
respected all religions and races. 

Rep. John 
Lewis says 
cancer his 
latest battle 

By Bill Cormier 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — As a civil rights 
activist at 25, John Lewis was 
beaten so badly his skull was 
fractured and the TV images 
from an Alabama bridge in the 
1960s forced a nation’s awaken¬ 
ing to racial discrimination. As a 
congressman today at 79, Lewis 
is facing a foe like none before: 
advanced pancreatic cancer. 

The veteran Democrat con¬ 
gressman from Georgia has 
fought many struggles in his life¬ 
time. Yet, he said, “I have never 
faced a fight quite like the one I 
have now,” announcing Sunday in 
Washington that the cancer was 
detected earlier this month and 
confirmed in a diagnosis. 

Lewis has had many battles. 


He is not a member of any hate 
groups. 

“We believe the actions of 
which he is accused, if commit¬ 
ted by him, tragically reflect 
profound mental illness,” the 
statement said. 

“Finally, we express our deep¬ 
est concern and prayers for those 
injured physically and otherwise 
deeply affected by the events of 
Saturday night.... We thank those 
who rendered medical attention 
to each of those injured.” 

Police tracked a fleeing suspect 
to Manhattan and made an arrest 
within two hours of the attack 
Saturday night in Monsey. Thom¬ 
as had blood all over his clothing 
and smelled of bleach but said 
“almost nothing” when officers 
stopped him, officials said. 



U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga. 


and this he views as one more 
dawning. He was arrested at least 
40 times in the civil rights era, 
several more times as a congress¬ 
man since being elected in 1986. 

The youngest and last survivor 
of the Big Six civil rights activ¬ 
ists, a group once led by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., Lewis 
made clear that he has no plans 
to step aside from power while he 
undergoes treatment. 

He said being elected to Con¬ 
gress “has been the honor of a 
lifetime” and that he will con¬ 
tinue working for his constituents 
from Capitol Hill. 

“I have been in some kind of 
fight — for freedom, equality, 
basic human rights — for nearly 
my entire life," he said. 

Added Lewis: “I have a fighting 
chance.” 


Thomas, 37, was arraigned 
Sunday and pleaded not guilty to 
five counts of attempted murder 
and one count of burglary. Bail 
was set at $5 million, and he re¬ 
mains jailed. 

Thomas’ criminal history in¬ 
cludes an arrest for assaulting 
a police horse, according to an 
official briefed on the investiga¬ 
tion who was not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly and 
spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity. A 
lawyer representing Thomas at 
the arraignment said he had no 
convictions. 

According to the official 
briefed on the investigation, au¬ 
thorities do not believe Thomas is 
connected to recent anti-Semitic 
incidents in New York City. 


Jimmy Carter returns 
to church after surgery 

PLAINS, Ga. — Former Presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Carter publicly ap¬ 
peared Sunday at the Georgia 
church where he worships for the 
first time since undergoing brain 
surgery in November. 

The 95-year-old Carter and 
his wife of more than 70 years, 
Rosalynn, attended services at 
the Maranatha Baptist Church 
in Plains on Sunday, news out¬ 
lets reported. Parishioners also 
prayed for the Carters, who were 
nestled into front-row seats at the 
church where Carter famously 
has taught Sunday school. 

The nation’s oldest-ever ex¬ 
president underwent surgery last 
month at Emory University Hos¬ 
pital in Atlanta to relieve pressure 
on his brain caused by bleeding 
from a fall. 

Carter has faced several health 
issues in recent years. Earlier 
this month, he was treated at a 
hospital for a urinary tract infec¬ 
tion. In October, he was hospital¬ 
ized for a fall that fractured his 
pelvis and another fall in which 
he hit his head and required 14 
stitches. 

From The Associated Press 



West Freeway Church of Christ, Courtesy of Law Enforcement/AP 


Churchgoers take cover while a congregant armed with a handgun, 
top left, engages a man who opened fire, near top center just right 
of windows, during a service at West Freeway Church of Christ on 
Sunday in White Settlement, Texas. 
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Pompeo aims to affirm support in Ukraine 


By Nick Wadhams 

Bloomberg 

U.S. Secretary of State Michael 
Pompeo arrives in Ukraine this 
week to voice support for the em¬ 
battled nation, a message mud¬ 
dled by Rudy Giuliani’s latest 
visit there in search of dirt on Joe 
Biden and by the pending Senate 
impeachment trial of President 
Donald Trump. 

Pompeo will “reaffirm U.S. 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity” when he 
visits Friday, the State Depart¬ 
ment said in announcing travels 
that will also take him to Belar¬ 
us, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and 
Cyprus. 

But even as the top U.S. dip¬ 
lomat, Pompeo may struggle 


to convince his counterparts in 
Kyiv that he really runs Amer¬ 
ica’s Ukraine policy after he 
acquiesced to demands from Giu¬ 
liani — and Trump — including 
the purging of an ambassador 
who resisted efforts to pressure 
Ukraine’s new president. 

Pompeo’s visit will make him 
the highest-ranking administra¬ 
tion official to travel to Ukraine 
since Trump’s July call with 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
evolved into an impeachment 
debacle. At stake is whether the 
U.S. withheld support in an effort 
to press for a probe into Biden, 
a potential opponent in the 2020 
election. 

But Giuliani, Trump’s personal 
lawyer who met with him as re¬ 
cently as Dec. 21 in Florida, was 


back in Kyiv this month pushing 
the discredited theory — em¬ 
braced by the president — that 
Ukraine, not Russia, was behind 
U.S. election interference in 
2016. 

Hundreds of hours of debate 
and testimony in the impeach¬ 
ment saga haven’t clarified U.S. 
policy toward Ukraine. Senior of¬ 
ficials in Kyiv — who avoided Gi¬ 
uliani on his last visit — may have 
reason to question whether the 
Trump administration sees their 
nation primarily as a fledgling 
democracy and bulwark against 
Russian aggression or just a pawn 
in a political effort to attack Dem¬ 
ocrats ahead of the 2020 election. 

Pompeo and other officials say 
Ukraine — which has been in 
conflict with Russia since it in¬ 


vaded Crimea in 2014 — is a na¬ 
tional security priority and point 
to the delivery of almost $400 
million in aid as proof But critics 
say the actions of Trump and his 
personal lawyer outside normal 
diplomatic channels, including 
holding up that aid for months, 
suggest all they cared about was 
obtaining political dirt. 

“The idea that this administra¬ 
tion has prioritized or dealt effec¬ 
tively with the Ukraine crisis is 
a political fiction,” said Andrew 
Weiss, a vice president at the 
Carnegie Endowment for Inter¬ 
national Peace. 

Pompeo will have to navigate 
the divide between official and 
unofficial U.S. policy without up¬ 
setting Trump or providing more 
fodder to the president’s critics. 


He ensured his visit would be a 
little less awkward by relieving 
acting Ambassador William Tay¬ 
lor — his hand-picked envoy who 
provided damaging criticism 
during the impeachment inquiry 

— of duty effective Jan. 1, a few 
days before Taylor says he was 
scheduled to come home anyway. 

Zelenskiy’s administration — 
which still covets a White House 
meeting that Trump has withheld 

— made it clear it welcomes Pom¬ 
peo’s visit. 

“The U.S. is our strategic part¬ 
ner and we are very grateful for 
its bipartisan support in all sec¬ 
tors,” luliia Mendel, Zelenskiy’s 
spokeswoman, said in a phone in¬ 
terview. “We hope we will expand 
our cooperation.” 


Law strengthens digital data 
privacy rights for Californians 



Ben Margot/AP 


California Attorney Generai Xavier Becerra says the change in digitai 
privacy rights can have wider positive implications for privacy for all 
Americans. 


By Rachel Lerman 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Forty 
million Californians will soon 
obtain sweeping digital privacy 
rights stronger than any seen 
before in the U.S. — rights that 
could pose a significant challenge 
to Big Tech and the data economy 
it created. 

So long as state residents don’t 
mind shouldering much of the 
burden of exercising them, that 
is. 

Come Wednesday, roughly one 
in 10 Americans will gain the 
power to review personal infor¬ 
mation collected by large com¬ 
panies around the world, from 
purchase histories and location 
tracking to compiled “profiles” 
that slot people into categories 
such as religion, ethnicity and 
sexual orientation. Starting Jan. 
1, they can also force these com¬ 
panies — including banks, retail¬ 
ers and, of course, tech companies 
— to stop selling that information 
or even to delete it in bulk. 


The law defines data sales so 
broadly that it covers almost any 
information sharing that benefits 
companies, including data trans¬ 
fers between corporate affiliates 
and to third party “data brokers” 
— middlemen who trade in per¬ 
sonal information. 

And because it applies to any 
company that meets a threshold 
for interacting with state resi¬ 
dents, the California law might 
end up serving as a de facto na¬ 
tional standard. Early signs of 
compliance have already started 
cropping up in the form of “Don’t 
sell my personal information” 
links at the bottom of many cor¬ 
porate websites. 

“If we do this right in Califor¬ 
nia,” said California attorney 
general Xavier Becerra, the state 
will “put the capital P back into 
privacy for all Americans.” 

But there are catches galore. 
The law — formally known as 
the California Consumer Privacy 
Act, or CCPA — seems likely to 
draw legal challenges, some of 
which could raise constitutional 


objections over its broad scope. 

It’s also filled with exceptions 
that could turn some seemingly 
broad protections into coarse 
sieves, and affects only informa¬ 
tion collected by business, not 
government. 

If you’re alarmed after examin¬ 
ing the data that Lyft holds on you, 
you can ask the company to delete 
it. Which it will legally have to do 
— unless it claims some informa¬ 
tion meets one of the law’s ex¬ 
ceptions, which allow companies 
to continue holding information 
needed to finish a transaction or 
to keep it in a way you’d “reason¬ 
ably expect” them to. 

A more fundamental issue, 
though, is that Californians are 
largely on their own in figuring 
out how to make use of their new 
rights. To make the law effective, 
they’ll need to take the initiative 
to opt out of data sales, request 
their own information, and file 
for damages in the case of data 
breaches. 

Among other limitations, the 
law doesn’t really stop companies 


from collecting personal infor¬ 
mation or limit how they store 
it. If you ask a company to delete 


your data, it can start collecting it 
again next time you do business 
with it. 


Putin thanks Trump for 
his anti-terrorism help 

By Laura Davison 

Bloomberg News 


WASHINGTON — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin called 
U.S. President Donald Trump to 
thank him for intelligence that 
helped prevent terrorist acts in 
Russia, the Kremlin said in a 
statement. 

The two leaders discussed 
further cooperation to combat 
terrorism and “other issues of 
mutual interest,” according to a 
Kremlin statement issued Sun¬ 
day. The White House hasn’t con¬ 
firmed the call. 


Trump and Putin have had an 
unusually warm relationship, de¬ 
spite warnings from Republicans 
and Democrats that Russia is 
looking to meddle in U.S. affairs. 
Putin defended Trump by dis¬ 
missing his impeachment by the 
House earlier this month. 

The former KGB spy also de¬ 
nies that his country intervened 
in the 2016 presidential election 
to help get Trump elected. Trump 
has also downplayed findings 
from U.S. intelligence agencies 
and said he believes Putin. 

The Kremlin statement also 



Mikhail Metzel, TASS, ZUMA 
Press/TNS 


Russian President Vladimir Putin 
thanked President Donald Trump 
for his help preventing terrorist 
acts in Russia. 

said the two leaders agreed to 
continue their cooperation to 
combat terrorism. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — This year’s 
New Year’s Eve celebration in 
Times Square will spotlight ef¬ 
forts to combat climate change 
when high school science teach¬ 
ers and students press the button 
that begins the famous 60-second 
ball drop and countdown to next 
year. 

“On New Year’s Eve, we look 
back and reflect on the dominant 
themes of the past year, and seek 
hope and inspiration as we look 
forward,” Times Square Alliance 
President Tim Tompkins said in 
a statement Saturday announcing 


are working to solve this global 
problem through science.” 

Jared Fox, who teaches at the 
Washington Heights Expedi¬ 
tionary Learning School, and 
seniors Ricardo Herrera and 
Diane Arevalo are working on a 
clean-air and greening project 
in the school’s Upper Manhattan 
neighborhood. 

Aida Rosenbaum, a Bronx 
Latin School teacher, and seniors 
Daniel Soto and Van Troy Ulloa 
led a fundraising walk to raise 
money for places without clean 
water. 


Climate takes center stage 
for Times Square ball drop 

the plan. The honorees, he said. 
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Russia: Nuclear 
deal with Iran is 
facing collapse 

Associated Press 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, right, and Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif enter a hall for talks in Moscow on 


MOSCOW — Iran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers is in dan¬ 
ger of “falling apart” without the 
compliance of the United States 
and the European Union, Russia’s 
foreign minister warned Monday 
after meeting with his Iranian 
counterpart in Moscow. 

The 2015 deal between Iran 
and Britain, China, France, Ger¬ 
many, Russia and the United 
States lifted sanctions on Iran in 
exchange for limits on its nuclear 
program. The US. withdrew from 
the accord last year and imposed 
crippling economic sanctions that 
block Iran from selling crude oil 
abroad. 

“Because of the destructive 
line that Washington keeps toe¬ 
ing, this important achievement 
of international diplomacy... is in 


Associated Press 

CAIRO — A Sudanese court on 
Monday sentenced 27 members 
of the country’s security forces to 
death for torturing and killing a 
detained protester during the up¬ 
rising against longtime autocrat 
Omar al-Bashir earlier this year. 

The death of protester Ahmed 
al-Khair, a schoolteacher, while 
in detention in February was a 
key point — and a symbol — in 
the uprising that eventually led 
to the military’s ouster of al- 
Bashir. Monday’s convictions 
and sentences, which can be ap¬ 
pealed, were the first connected 
to the killings of protesters in the 
revolt. 

Last December, the first rally 
was held in Sudan to protest the 
soaring cost of bread and the dire 
economic conditions, marking 
the beginning of a pro-democra¬ 
cy movement that convulsed the 
large African country. That led in 
April to the toppling of al-Bashir 


By Tristan Lavalette 
Associated Press 

PERTH, Australia — Sydney 
will set off its iconic New Year’s 
Eve fireworks after being grant¬ 
ed an exemption to a total fire ban 
Monday, with other Australian 
cities canceling their celebrations 
due to worsening wildfire risk. 

Pressure had built for Sydney’s 
spectacle to be scrapped before 


danger of falling apart,” Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lav¬ 
rov said, adding that “colleagues 
from the European Union” were 
not fully complying with the 
agreement either. 

In response to the U.S. sanc¬ 
tions, Iran has pressured the Eu¬ 
ropean signatories to find a way 
to limit the impact on the Irani¬ 
an economy. Tehran has slowly 
inched toward ceasing its own 
compliance with the terms of the 
deal. Last week, for example, the 
country began new operations at 
a heavy water nuclear reactor. 

Iran’s moves have been con¬ 
demned by Western governments 
as unwelcome and escalating ten¬ 
sions in the region, while Rus¬ 
sia and China have repeatedly 
blamed the U.S. 

After meeting with Iranian 


and ultimately to the creation of a 
joint military-civilian Sovereign 
Council that has committed to 
rebuilding the country and prom¬ 
ises elections in three years. 

The anniversary of that protest 
this month drew teeming crowds 


the New South Wales Rural Fire 
Service approved the event on 
Monday. The popular celebrations 
are expected to attract around 
1 million people to Sydney’s fa¬ 
mous harbor front and generate 
$91 million for the state’s econo¬ 
my. An estimated 1 billion people 
worldwide watched last year’s 
display on television. 

A total fire ban was in place in 
Sydney, Canberra and other plac- 


Monday. 

Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 
on Monday, Lavrov said Russia 
would demand full compliance 
from both the U.S. and the EU, in 
which case Iran would be able to 


towns across the country, with 
people singing, dancing and car¬ 
rying flags. A train packed with 
exuberant demonstrators, clap¬ 
ping and chanting, arrived in 
the northern city of Atbara, the 
birthplace of the uprising, from 
the capital, Khartoum. 


es to prevent new wildfires. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison said Sunday that 
the fireworks should go ahead 
to show the world Australia’s 
resiliency. 

New South Wales Deputy Pre¬ 
mier John Barilaro said the spec¬ 
tacle should be called off 

“The risk is too high and we 
must respect our exhausted 
volunteers,” he wrote on social 


return to fulfilling its obligations 
in accordance with the deal. 

Otherwise, the agreement 
should be considered “no longer 
existing,” he said. 


Monday’s verdict in the trial 
of the security forces took place 
in a court in Omdurman, where 
hundreds of protesters had gath¬ 
ered outside the courtroom and 
elsewhere in the city, demanding 
justice for the slain teacher. 

Al-Khair was detained on Jan. 
31 in Kassala and was reported 
dead two days later. His body was 
taken to a local hospital where 
his family said it was covered in 
bruises. At the time, police de¬ 
nied any police wrongdoing and 
blamed his death on an “illness,” 
without providing any details. 

Judge al-Sadik al-Amin al-Fek 
said on Monday that the teacher 
was beaten and tortured while in 
detention. “His death was an in¬ 
evitable consequence of the beat¬ 
ing and torture,” he said. 

Following a tradition based on 
Islamic law, or Sharia, the court 
gave al-Khair’s family the oppor¬ 
tunity to “forgive” the suspects, 
which could have led to their par¬ 
don, but the offer was declined. 


media before the exemption was 
granted. 

In Canberra, Australia’s capi¬ 
tal, fireworks were canceled and 
event organizers said other activ¬ 
ities, including live music perfor¬ 
mances, could also be canceled. 

“It is a sensible decision for us 
not to proceed with the fireworks,” 
the capital territory’s Emergency 
Services Agency commissioner, 
Georgeina Whelan, said. 


Saudi Arabia: 2 killed 
were planning attack 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — 
Saudi Arabia said two men who 
were shot and killed last week in 
the eastern city of Dammam had 
been planning an attack and were 
in possession of explosives that 
could have been used to deploy a 
car bomb. 

The Presidency of State Secu¬ 
rity, which deals with counterter¬ 
rorism and domestic intelligence, 
said in a statement published Sun¬ 
day by the state-run Saudi Press 
Agency that the two Saudi men 
had been wanted by police. They 
were identified as Ahmed Abdul¬ 
lah Saeed Suwaid and Abdullah 
Hussain Saeed al-Nimr. 

Saudi security said the two 
were killed Wednesday in a shoot¬ 
out with police after refusing to 
surrender. 

Commuters see hope as 
Paris strikes continue 

PARIS — The start of a fourth 
week of French transport strikes 
saw some modest improvements 
Monday for beleaguered com¬ 
muters in Paris, with fewer Metro 
lines closed. 

The strikes against govern¬ 
ment plans to reform the French 
pension system were still causing 
considerable disruption. 

But for Paris-region commut¬ 
ers who have been hard hit by the 
strikes since Dec. 5, the return 
to work from Christmas holidays 
brought glimmers of cheer. 

Just two Metro lines remained 
completely closed, compared with 
five that were closed on Friday. 

4 arrested in over $1B 
cocaine bust in Uruguay 

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay 
— Four people were arrested for 
possible ties to the more than $1 
billion worth of cocaine seized in 
recent days in Uruguay, the larg¬ 
est drug bust in the history of the 
South American country. 

The arrests took place on Sat¬ 
urday, news outlets reported. Au¬ 
thorities found 5.9 tons of cocaine, 
4.4 tons of which was packed into 
cargo containers in the South At¬ 
lantic port of Montevideo, said 
Attorney General Enrique Ro¬ 
driguez. Rodriguez did not say 
where the drugs were headed. 

The men accused of export¬ 
ing the drugs operate a soybean 
business, the Uruguayan customs 
agency said Friday. 

Serbian leader to step 
down as party chief 

Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vucic will overhaul his ruling 
party in June after general elec¬ 
tions in spring, pledging thorough 
personnel changes including step¬ 
ping down himself as its chief 

Vucic, whose term as the head 
of state expires in 2022, spoke a 
day after unveiling an ambitious 
development plan through 2025 
to boost economic expansion to 
try to catch up with the European 
Union that his country aspires to 
join. 

From wire reports 


Sudan sentences 27 to death for killing protester 



AP 


People celebrate the first anniversary of mass protests in Khartoum, 
Sudan, on Nov. 19. A Sudanese court has sentenced 27 members 
of Sudan’s security forces to death for killing a detained protester. 


to the streets m several cities and 

Sydney is exempted from New Year’s Eve fireworks ban 



















Tuesday, December 31,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 



AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Mysterious drones 
seen over 2 states 

DENVER — Authori- 
ties have confirmed 
reports of drone sightings in 
three more counties in northeast 
Colorado and at least one Nebras¬ 
ka county after nighttime drone 
flights in the region caused a na¬ 
tional stir last week. 

Clusters of drones flying at 
night have remained a mystery 
to local law enforcement officials 
and residents seeking to learn the 
identities of the operators and the 
purpose of the flights, The Den¬ 
ver Post reported. 

Sheriff’s offices in Lincoln, 
Washington and Sedgwick coun¬ 
ties were getting calls last week 
about the drones after initial re¬ 
ports came out of Phillips and 
Yuma counties, sheriffs said. 

The drones reportedly have 6- 
foot wingspans and fly in gridlike 
patterns hundreds of feet in the 
air in groups of six to 10, authori¬ 
ties said. 

Shotgun blast wounds 
man taking out trash 

I taking out trash was 
wounded when a shotgun ac¬ 
cidentally discharged as it was 
being cleaned inside the home of 
a neighbor who got the weapon as 
a Christmas present, police said. 

The wounded man was struck 
in the abdomen by at least one 
large shotgun pellet that went 
through the neighbor’s front and 
screen doors, Roy Police Depart¬ 
ment officials said. 

Fire officials said the wounded 
man was conscious, breathing and 
alert when taken to a hospital. 

Man dies after a $1 
Christmas Eve mugging 

lyY NEW YORK —A man 
1 ^ 1 who was kicked and 
punched while defending his 
partner during a $1 mugging on 
Christmas Eve has died. 

Juan Fresnada, 60, died Fri¬ 
day at the Bronx hospital where 
he was taken in critical condition 
after the mugging early Dec. 24, 
the New York Police Department 
said Saturday. Officers released 
surveillance photos and videos in 
hopes of pinpointing suspects. 

His partner, Byron Caceres, 29, 
told the Daily News of New York 
that Fresnada suffered the fatal 
blows while trying to spare him 
and urging him to run to safety, 
which he did. 

Police said the two men were 
walking in the Morrisania neigh¬ 
borhood of the Bronx around 1:30 
a.m. when several muggers ap¬ 
proached them and demanded 
their property. When they re¬ 
fused, they were attacked. 

The muggers took $1 from the 
men and fled, police said. 

Patton tank returns 
after a makeover 

SUMTER — A Cold 
War-era M48 Patton 
tank has gotten a much-needed 
makeover and is back outside 
Patton Hall at a South Carolina 
Air Force base. 

It is on display at the US. Army 


Steve Bloom, The (Olympia, Wash.) Olympian/AP 

Tree trimming 

Silhouetted against a steel gray winter sky on Sunday, a work crew prunes an approximately 100-year-old Norway Maple that overhangs the 
sidewalk area on the west Capitol campus in Olympia, Wash. 


THE CENSUS 

gM gM MW The approximate number of veterans to be provided 

^ ^ IA military honors at their burials by the New York Army 

and Air National Guard. The expected total is close to the 
numbers in the last two years. Among the veterans who 
received the honors this year was Sgt. Francis S. Currey, 
who was one of the last three surviving Medal of Honor recipients from World War 
II when he died in October at age 94. Currey, of Selkirk, N.Y., received the medal 
for his actions during the Battle of the Bulge. 


Central Command’s headquar¬ 
ters on Shaw Air Force Base in 
Sumter. 

“The effects of the sun and 
weather are pretty harsh to a 
vehicle sitting out in the ele¬ 
ments every day for a decade,” 
Michael Clauss, command histo¬ 
rian, told The Post and Courier of 
Charlotte. 

“The paint was faded, but more 
telling, we were starting to see 
the rust and other signs that it was 
time for this restoration project.” 

Mystery Grinch leaves 
note on family’s lights 

ly I HADDONFIELD — 
J Residents of a southern 
New Jersey town are wonder¬ 
ing who left an anonymous and 
snarky note telling a family their 
Christmas lights display was 
sorely lacking. 

Angela Beatty said the note ap¬ 
peared on her doorstep in Had- 
donfield on Christmas Eve and 
said the decorations displayed a 
“lack of neat, organized and/or 
classy lighting.” 

It said it was sent by the “S & 
V Panel” and urged the family 
to “reflect on your flaws this off¬ 
season and correct them for next 
year,” and enclosed a box of white 
lights to “jump start your 2020 
planning.” 

“It was the rudest and most 
ignorant award from my neigh¬ 
bors,” Beatty said. 


Baby Jesus missing again 
from church Nativity 

I# Q WICHITA — A Wich- 
■ ita church said a baby 

Jesus statue has been stolen — 
again — from an outdoor Nativity 
scene. 

The Church of the Blessed Sac¬ 
rament said in a Facebook post 
that it would like the statue back, 
“no questions asked.” 

When the statue went missing 
in January 2018, the church post¬ 
ed a sign that read, “This is why 
we can’t have nice things.” The 
sign asked people to pray for the 
statue’s return. 

The statue later was found in a 
yard of a home and returned. 

Endangered black rhino 
delivers its first calf 

||i|| LANSING — A black 
I w 11 rhino that is part of a 
critically endangered species 


delivered her first calf at a Lan¬ 
sing zoo, officials announced on 
Christmas Eve. 

The unnamed calf was born at 
Potter Park Zoo. 

The 12-year-old mother, Dopp- 
see, nuzzled her baby within min¬ 
utes and the calf was standing up 
about 90 minutes later, according 
to the zoo. 

The calf, which is bonding with 
its mother, won’t be seen by the 
public until spring. Both animals 
will be monitored closely the next 
few weeks. 

Man shows toy trains 
at retirement home 

I A WASHINGTON — A for- 
mer bricklayer made a 
deal with an eastern Iowa retire¬ 
ment home when he became a 
resident to allow him to put up a 
display of model trains. 

Jim Bennett, of Washington, 
said the holiday season is his fa¬ 
vorite time for the past 10 years 


because he gets to practice and 
display his enthusiasm being 
a train engineer, KCRG-TV 
reported. 

His train display is in the lobby 
of the United Presbyterian Home 
in the town of 7,400 people about 
50 miles south of Cedar Rapids. 

Bennett said he has always 
loved building toy trains, repair¬ 
ing them, and watching them 
cruise around the tracks. 

Boy helps to pay off 
students’ lunch debt 

WT COLCHESTER — A 
w I Vermont student helped 
to pay his classmates’ unpaid 
lunch bills this Christmas. 

Justin Sears launched a Go- 
FundMe page with help from his 
parents to raise $600 to cover the 
lunch debt at the Malletts Bay 
School in Colchester, Mychamp- 
lainvalley.com reported. 

As of Christmas Day, nearly 
$900 had been donated through 
the page. 

‘“Giving is not just about mak¬ 
ing a donation, it’s about making a 
difference.’ — ‘And this will make 
a difference in allowing families 
to start fresh in the new year,”’ 
the page states, adding that Jus¬ 
tin decided to skip a few presents 
in order to donate money to the 
cause. 

From wire reports 
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Bieber back, ready to tour 

Singer announces new single, ‘Yummy’; album; schedule 


By George Varga 
T he San Diego Union-Tribune 

Yummy! Justin Bieber is releasing a new single, a 
new album and going on tour. 

“Yummy” is, in fact, the name of the Canadian- 
born pop star’s new single, due out Jan. 3. It will 
be followed by a new album, as yet untitled, and a 
North American concert tour that will stop in at 
least 45 cities. 

The tour opens May 14 at Seattle’s CenturyLink 
Field and concludes Sept. 26 at MetLife Stadium in 
East Rutherford, N. J. 

No ticket on-sale date has been announced for any 
of the tour dates, as of yet. Prices have also not yet 
been announced. 

This will be Bieber’s first concert trek since the 
summer of 2017, when he abruptly canceled the re¬ 
mainder of his “Purpose World Tour.” He explained 
that decision at the time in a post on his Instagram 
account, saying “taking this time right now is me 
saying I want to be SUSTAINABLE. I want my 


career to be sustainable, but I also want my mind, 
heart and soul to be sustainable.” 

Before he called it to a halt, Bieber’s 2017 “Pur¬ 
pose” tour was earning an average ticket sales gross 
of $2.25 million per show, according to Pollstar 
magazine 

Bieber, now 25 and married, announced his 
2020 tour, via video, on Christmas Eve. The video 
also found him promoting his upcoming “Yummy” 
single” and a Bieber-fueled documentary series, 
which will include — in his words — “all different 
stories.” 

“As humans we are imperfect,” he noted in his 
video. “My past, my mistakes, all the things that I’ve 
been through. I believe that I’m right where I’m sup¬ 
posed to be. God has me right where he wants me.” 

How that will impact he sound of his upcoming 
new album is unclear. But, in his video, Bieber said: 
“I feel like this is different than the previous albums 
just because of where I’m at in my life. It’s music 
that I love the most out of anything I’ve done.” 



‘Skywalker,’ ‘Little Women’ succeed at box office 


Associated Press 

“Star Wars” was still rising in the last 
weekend of the year, while “Little Women” 
broke big at the box office. 

“Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” 
brought in $72 million over the weekend to 
remain the top-earning film in North Amer¬ 
ica by light-years, according to studio esti¬ 
mates Sunday. 

In 10 days of release it has brought in 
$362.8 million for Disney, falling just short of 
the earnings of its predecessor, 2017’s “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi,” in a comparable span. 

Helped by the Christmas holiday week, 
“Star Wars” had a smaller-than-average 59% 
drop-off in its second weekend after earning 
$175 million in its first. 

Sony’s “Jumanji: The Next Level,” earned 
$35.3 million for second place and has tal¬ 
lied a total of $175.5 million through its third 
weekend of release. 

Director Greta Gerwig’s re-imagining of 
the American literary classic “Little Women” 
had a $16.5 million weekend and a five-day 
total of $29 million since its Christmas open¬ 
ing, a m^jor performance for a smaller-audi- 
ence film with a budget dwarfed by the top 
two films. 

The film, also a Sony release, starring Sao- 
irse Ronan, Emma Watson, Florence Pugh 
and Laura Dern, scored big with both audi¬ 
ences and critics and is gaining momentum 
as an awards-season favorite. 

“Uncut Gems,” an even smaller film that 
has also sparked awards-season buzz for 
Adam Sandler’s rare dramatic performance 
as a jeweler and gambling addict, entered 
the top 10 for the first time as it expanded 
to more screens in its first week. The film 
earned $9.6 million over the weekend and 
has brought in $20 million overall. 

Director Sam Mendes’ experimental 
World War I epic “1917” earned more than 
$1 million since its Christmas opening de¬ 
spite showing in only 11 theaters. The huge 
per-screen average bodes well for the film’s 
nationwide opening next month. 

Lady Gaga hints at 1-year 
extension on Las Vegas Strip 

Lady Gaga is hinting that her Las Vegas 
Strip residency might extend to one more 
year. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal reports 
that Gaga told an audience Dec. 28 at Park 
Theater at Park MGM that she planned to be 



AP 


Producer Lee Mendelson poses with a stat¬ 
ue of “Peanuts” character Charlie Brown in 
Hillsborough, Calif., in 2015. 

there “for another year.” She then flashed 
two fingers and appeared to say, “Two, 
probably.” 

MGM Resorts International said the com¬ 
pany had “no comment at this time” about 
Gaga’s contract or her statement from the 
stage. 

Gaga’s contract was originally announced 
as two years, opening in December 2018. A 
third year would carry her through 2021. 

‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ 
producer Lee Mendelson dies 

Lee Mendelson, the producer who changed 
the face of the holidays when he brought “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas” to television in 
1965 and wrote the lyrics to its signature 
song, “Christmas Time Is Here,” died on 
Christmas day, his son said. 

Mendelson, who won a dozen Emmys in 
his long career, died at his home in Hillsbor¬ 
ough, Calif, of congestive heart failure at age 
86 after a long struggle with lung cancer, son 
Jason Mendelson told The Associated Press. 

Lee Mendelson headed a team that includ¬ 
ed “Peanuts” author Charles Schulz, direc¬ 
tor Bill Melendez, and pianist and composer 
Vince Guaraldi, whose music for the show, 
including the opening “Christmas Time Is 
Here,” has become as much a Christmas 


staple as the show itself 

Mendelson told The Cincinnati Enquirer 
in 2000 that he was short on time in finding 
a lyricist for the song, so he sketched out the 
six verses himself in “about 15 minutes on 
the backside of an envelope.” 

The show won an Emmy and a Peabody 
Award and has aired on TV annually ever 
since. 

Mendelson also took other comic strips 
from newspapers to animated TV, including 
“Garfield,” for which he produced a dozen 
television specials. 

Efron: 1 bounced back’ from 
illness in Papua New Guinea 

Zac Efron said he has “bounced back” after 
an illness while filming a show in Papua New 
Guinea. 

On his Twitter and Instagram accounts 
Sunday, the 32-year-old “High School Musi¬ 
cal” actor addressed recent media reports 
that he had been rushed to the hospital in a 
serious emergency while filming his new re¬ 
ality adventure series, “Killing Zac Efron.” 

“Very thankful to everyone who has 
reached out. I did get sick in Papua New 
Guinea but I bounced back quick and fin¬ 
ished an amazing 3 weeks in P.N.G,” Efron 
said. He gave no details on what the sickness 
had been or what treatment he underwent. 

Other news 

■ Actress Sara Gilbert has filed for legal 
separation from her wife of five years, singer 
and songwriter Linda Perry. No details were 
given on custody arrangements for the cou¬ 
ple’s 4-year-old, son Rhodes. “The Conners” 
star Gilbert, 44, began dating Perry in 2011 
and they married in 2014. 

■ Tony Award-winning composer Jerry 
Herman, who wrote the cheerful, good-na¬ 
tured music and lyrics for such classic shows 
as “Marne,” “Hello, Dolly!” and “La Cage 
aux Folles,” died Dec. 26 of pulmonary com¬ 
plications. He was 88. 

■ Sue Lyon, who at age 14 played the title 
character in director Stanley Kubrick’s 1962 
film “Lolita,” died Dec. 26 at age 73. 

■ Kelly Fraser, a Canadian pop artist who 
gained attention for an Inuit-language cover 
of Rihanna’s “Diamonds,” part of her advo¬ 
cacy efforts for her indigenous culture, died 
Dec. 26. Fraser was 26. The family did not 
release details, including the cause of death. 



Imus, in 2007 

Shock DJ Imus dies 

Radio personality Don Imus, 
whose career was made and then 
undone by his acid tongue during 
a decades-long rise to stardom, 
has died. He was 79. 

Imus died Dec. 27 in College 
Station, Texas, after being hospi¬ 
talized since Christmas Eve, ac¬ 
cording to a statement issued by 
his family. He died of complica¬ 
tions from lung disease. 

Imus survived drug and alco¬ 
hol woes, a raunchy appearance 
before President Clinton and sev¬ 
eral firings during his long career 
behind the microphone. But he 
was vilified and eventually fired 
after describing a women’s col¬ 
lege basketball team as “nappy 
headed hos.” 

His April 2007 racist and mi¬ 
sogynist crack about the mostly 
black Rutgers squad crossed a 
line that Imus had long straddled 
as his irascible rants catapulted 
him to prominence. 

Ten years earlier, Time maga¬ 
zine had named him one of the 25 
most influential Americans. But 
the remark made him an imme¬ 
diate pariah and he was dropped 
by CBS Radio and MSNBC. 

Imus apologized repeatedly, 
calling his remark “completely 
inappropriate ... thoughtless and 
stupid,” and met with the team to 
hear how his comment hurt them. 
Although he returned to radio, he 
never approached the same influ¬ 
ence, and he retired in 2018. 

Imus’ unsparing on-air per¬ 
sona was tempered by his off-air 
philanthropy, raising more than 
$40 million for groups including 
the C J Foundation for Sudden In¬ 
fant Death Syndrome. 

From The Associated Press 
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Protesters gather near a sign reading “Free HK” during a rally in 
Hong Kong on Monday. Hong Kong police have accused activists of 
inciting minors to commit crimes. 


Hong Kong police accuse 
activists of inciting crime 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong 
police on Monday accused activ¬ 
ists in the long-running pro-de¬ 
mocracy movement of inciting 
minors to commit crimes. 

The claim Monday comes be¬ 
fore a planned New Year’s Day 
march that is expected to attract 
tens of thousands of participants. 

Chief police spokesman Kwok 
Ka-chuen told reporters that the 
force was in close contact with 
the organizers of the Wednes¬ 
day event but would not tolerate 
threats to public safety. 

Kwok also said young people 
had been motivated to commit 


criminal acts during the protests, 
including dropping objects from 
the upper stories of apartment 
buildings. 

“Over the weekend, during our 
arrest operation, we arrested a 
large number of youngsters and 
are very alarmed that some crim¬ 
inals incite youngsters to commit 
crimes,” Kwok said. 

Children as young as 12 have 
been among the nearly 7,000 peo¬ 
ple arrested during the protests, 
which have drawn broad support 
and were originally sparked by 
now-discarded legislation that 
would have allowed citizens of the 
semi-autonomous Chinese city to 
be sent to China for trial. 


China convicts 3 researchers 
invoived in gene-edited babies 


By Ken Moritsugu 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — A Chinese scientist who set off an 
ethical debate with claims that he had made the 
world’s first genetically edited babies was sentenced 
Monday to three years in prison because of his re¬ 
search, state media said. 

He Jiankui, who was convicted of practicing med¬ 
icine without a license, was 
also fined $430,000 by a court 
in the southern city of Shen¬ 
zhen, China’s official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. Two 
other researchers involved in 
the project received lesser sen¬ 
tences and fines. 

The verdict said the three de¬ 
fendants had not obtained qual¬ 
ification as doctors, pursued 
fame and profits, deliberately 
violated Chinese regulations on 
scientific research and crossed 
an ethical line in both scientific research and medi¬ 
cine, according to Xinhua. It also said they had fab¬ 
ricated ethical review documents. 

The court said the researchers were involved in 
the births of three gene-edited babies to two women, 
confirming reports of a third baby. It said all three 
pleaded guilty during the trial, which Xinhua re¬ 
ported was closed to the public because of privacy 


concerns. 

He, the lead researcher, shocked the scientific 
world when he announced in November 2018 that he 
had altered the embryos of twin girls who had been 
bom the same month. He described his work in ex¬ 
clusive interviews with The Associated Press. 

The announcement sparked a global debate over 
the ethics of gene editing. He said he had used a tool 
called CRISPR to try to disable a gene that allows 
the AIDS virus to enter a cell, in a bid to give the 
girls the ability to resist the infection. The identity 
of the girls has not been released, and it isn’t clear if 
the experiment succeeded. 

The CRISPR tool has been tested elsewhere in 
adults to treat diseases, but many in the scientific 
community denounced He’s work as medically 
unnecessary and unethical because any genetic 
changes could be passed down to future genera¬ 
tions. The U.S. forbids editing embryos except for 
lab research. 

He studied in the U.S. before setting up a lab at 
the Southern University of Science and Technology 
of China in Shenzhen. The verdict accused him of 
colluding with Zhang Renli and Qin Jinzhou, who 
worked at medical institutes in the same province. 

Zhang was sentenced to two years in prison and 
fined 1 million yuan, Xinhua said. Qin received an 
18-month prison sentence, but with a two-year re¬ 
prieve, and a $71,500 fine. 
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OPINION 

US never committed to training Afghan forces 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Afghan honor guards participate in a ceremony before the body of Japanese physician 
Tetsu Nakamura is loaded onto a piane at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul 
on Dec. 7. Nakamura was killed in a roadside shooting in eastern A^hanistan. 


By Jason Dempsey 
Special to The Washington Post 

I first met Mgj. Sboor in 2009 as he 
waited to take over his own Afghan 
army battalion. We were working 
together as operations officers of 
partnered Afghan and American infantry 
units in Konar province. Sboor was stern, 
professional and unflinchingly loyal to his 
commander, but we also noticed his com¬ 
petence as his unit just performed better 
whenever he was left in charge. Most of the 
Afghan officers in Sboor’s cohort claimed 
lineage to either the mujahedeen or the 
Soviet Union, with the advantages and dis¬ 
advantages that came with each. But Sboor 
seemed more like the motivated junior of¬ 
ficers we encountered. They had little 
experience with the turmoil of the 1980s 
and 1990s and were anxious to make their 
mark on Afghanistan once the old genera¬ 
tion faded. 

But the promise of Sboor and so many 
like him went unfulfilled and was doomed 
from the start. Since the release of the 
Afghanistan Papers many have argued 
whether our leaders were lying or just de¬ 
lusional in their plans and assessments of 
progress. But that distinction is irrelevant. 
The fact is that training the Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces was never a priority for the mil¬ 
itary, despite years of declarations to the 
contrary. The result is that we designed a 
force that was incapable of fighting without 
American support. Even worse, we failed 
to address the endemic corruption that 
would undermine the legitimacy of both 
Afghan forces and the central government 
in the eyes of the Afghan people. 

For several months in the spring of 2009, 
Sboor and I walked nearly all the m^or 
passes along the Durand Line between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in Konar in 
search of the infiltration routes of fight¬ 
ers coming from Pakistan. But while we 
didn’t find many foreign fighters crossing 
from Pakistan, we noticed the region was 
awash in illegal timber smuggling. The 
smuggling gave us an idea of where Paki¬ 
stani forces turned a blind eye both to tim¬ 
ber and incoming fighters. It also revealed 
the corruption at every level of the Afghan 
government and security forces. Everyone 
from the border police to the local govern¬ 
ment took part in the illegal lumber trade; 
even the Afghan army took a cut. 

It was common knowledge that Afghan 
officials routinely paid “tribute” to power 
brokers for their positions. According to 
officers like Sboor, the going rate to be a 
battalion commander in 2009 was about 
$30,000 in U.S. dollars, astronomically 
higher than government salaries in these 
positions. The result was that everyone 
was incentivized to use their positions to 
make money, and the illegal lumber trade 
was a prime candidate for corruption. 

The U.S. military ignored this corrup¬ 
tion; we thought if we kept teaching small- 
unit tactics to Afghan units, then those 
efforts would eventually be enough to build 
an army similar to ours. Someone else 
would deal with the corruption, or perhaps 
it would somehow disappear on its own. 

I returned to Afghanistan in 2012 for my 
second deployment as an adviser to Afghan 
forces. By then, the surge in troops began 
to wane and at least in public pronounce¬ 
ments, advising was the main effort. But 
operations against known insurgent lead¬ 
ers was always the real priority. And 
American commanders could always jus¬ 
tify taking the lead in operations to “create 
space” for the Afghan forces to develop. 

The advisory effort took a back seat to 
these missions, both on the ground and 
in the way the military assigned service 
members to the mission. We were an ad 
hoc bunch. Some of us volunteered, but a 
large number were drawn in by bureau¬ 
cratic personnel dragnets that used a lack 
of previous deployment time as one crite¬ 
rion for selection. Many of those charged 


with leading small teams to train and 
partner with Afghan forces were drawn 
from specialties like chemical warfare, 
air defense and personnel management, 
which meant they did not have extensive 
experience in building and training light 
infantry units. For most, it was their first 
time in Afghanistan. Nobody knew where 
we would ultimately end up, or even what 
type of unit we would be advising until 
after several weeks in country. 

After bouncing around in country for a 
few months, I landed in a semi-permanent 
home in eastern Afghanistan, replacing 
the relieved commander of an advisory 
team from the National Guard that was 
partnered with the Afghan border police. 
The National Guard team’s training had 
been about as piecemeal as ours. A few had 
sought out the deployment, at least one was 
trying to find a way to be sent home, and 
the other active-duty officer on the team 
could only wonder if being hit with an as¬ 
signment so far off the regular promotion 
path meant the end of his career. 

This Afghan command performed de¬ 
cently, at least within the context of the 
overall dysfunction of the border police. In 
designing the Afghan border police in the 
mid-2000s, someone thought it might serve 
as a “blue line” separating the armies of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. As such, they 
were generally trained and equipped with 
the intent of performing functions similar 
to the U.S. Border Patrol. But such a bor¬ 
der did not exist in Afghanistan. Instead, 
they were placed in isolated outposts along 
the contested border with Pakistan, often 
serving as a first line of defense against 
the Taliban and foreign fighters. Their 
role in overseeing border crossing points 
left them especially prone to taking bribes 
from border traffic and, given their isola¬ 
tion, open to turning a blind eye to those 
enemy forces with the ability to overrun 
their positions if provoked. 

We occasionally tried to root out cor¬ 
ruption, but these efforts were Sisyphean. 
At least a third of the border police com¬ 
manders we worked with had spent time 
in jail, typically after being on the wrong 
side of infighting over who got first dibs on 
the spoils of corruption. An Afghan leader 
had to be both corrupt and seen as lack¬ 
ing aggression for us to work to have him 
fired. One police commander had previ¬ 
ously been caught with an entire shipping 
container of stolen military goods. When 
he took command of police forces in Khost 
in 2013, he knew what we wanted to hear 
and gave speeches about hating the Tal¬ 
iban and the need to be aggressive in the 
fight. He quickly became one of our fa¬ 
vorite partners. By 2012, most Afghan of¬ 
ficers had figured out the right balance to 
appease Americans who were in a hurry to 
show progress on short rotations. 

As advisers, we toyed around the mar¬ 


gins of these dysfunctions and worked on 
walking the Afghans through the staff func¬ 
tions and command structures appropriate 
for a western military. The larger structur¬ 
al issues would be addressed by someone 
else, or so we always assumed. With only 
nine months in country the focus was, as 
always, taking the fight to the Taliban. As 
a result, the border police most often filled 
the “grab and go” requirements of tactical 
American units: warm bodies that could 
be picked up before raids to put an “Afghan 
face” to our operations. 

I reconnected with Sboor during this de¬ 
ployment, and while he was on break from 
Helmand for the Eid-al-Fitr holiday, he 
drove down from Kabul to our compound 
in Paktia. He showed up in civilian clothes 
with his youngest son, Samir, in an effort 
to avoid identification as an army officer 
if stopped at a Taliban checkpoint. We did 
not linger after lunch so that they could 
make the return trip in daylight, when it 
was safer, but before Sboor left, I asked 
him, “Is it sustainable after we leave?” His 
reply was simple: “Six months.” 

In 2014, I returned to Afghanistan one 
last time on a short trip to assess the ad¬ 
visory mission in the area where I’d previ¬ 
ously been deployed in Paktia. I had hoped 
to see Sboor again, but he was unable to get 
up from Helmand, and was on his way out 
anyway. He saw no future in Afghanistan 
and feared for his family. He was working 
with smugglers to leave and hoped to get 
to Canada. He had never worked directly 
for American forces so even the limited 
immigration options available to transla¬ 
tors were closed to him. He and his family 
would eventually escape to Europe. 

By this time, few Americans were fight¬ 
ing alongside the Afghans on the ground. 
Instead we were advising higher head¬ 
quarters staffs and running them through 
the command-and-control drills that gave 
the appearance of functionality. 

My visit coincided with the 2014 Afghan 
presidential elections. By security metrics, 
it appeared to go well, but only because of 
extensive U.S. support. The intelligence 
and targeting forces that we brought to the 
fight largely stopped the numerous large 
car bombs sent across the border to disrupt 
the elections. Afghan forces also continued 
to operate under the tremendous advan¬ 
tage provided by American air power. But 
it all looked good and briefed well. 

The election itself did not go quite as 
well. The allegations of corruption and di¬ 
vision between the political factions meant 
that any kind of unitary or effective gov¬ 
ernment was a long way off We would 
therefore continue to prop up a national 
army, waiting for a nation. 

It is 2019, and we are still waiting. 

Jason Dempsey is an adjunct senior fellow of the 
Military, Veterans and Society Program at the 
Center for a New American Security. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Detail, briefly 
5 Roast VIPs 
8 Bantu language 

12 Scottish lake 

13 Reaction to 
fireworks 

14“This—” (NBC 
comedy-drama 
series) 

15 Mystique 

16 Fanfare 
instruments 

18 Had faith in 

20 Church leader 

21 Make lace 

22 Family card 
game 

23 Bo Peep’s 
charges 

26 One with a rig 

30 Bottom line 

31 MSN rival 

32 Red — beet 

33 Skipping school 

36 Video chat 

format 

38 Regret 

39 Bill’s partner 

40 Tempest 

43 “Doonesbury” 
cartoonist Garry 

47 Loyal 

49 Egyptian 
deity 

50 Takes courses? 

51 Broadway’s 
Hagen 

52 Seniors’ org. 


53 Gamer’s title 
island 

54 Chewable stick 

55 Smooch 

DOWN 

1 Venetian- 
blind part 

2 Serve tea 

3 Beige 

4 Pure 

5 Choral 
composition 

6 String 

7 Moo — pork 

8 Freezer bag 
name 

9 Secondhand 

10 Mandolin’s kin 

11 Cold War initials 
17 Bistro handout 
19 Phone bug 

22 Web address 


23 Bygone jet 

24 “Ben- —’’ 

25 Ostrich’s kin 

26 Plaything 

27 Singer Starr 

28 Mentalist’s gift 

29 Arctic explorer 
John 

31 Tennis feat 

34 Collar 

35 Feeling no pain 

36 Old French coin 

37 Alaskan 
bear 

39 Coffee add-in 

40 Goblet feature 

41 Tea carrier 

42 Failed at-bats 

43 Ballet attire 

44 Actor Morales 

45 Broadcasts 

46 Priority Mail org. 
48 Schlep 
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12-31 CRYPTOQUIP 


HS VHZO SDKOV TGZGHXG 

ITGWICGRI HRVITNZIHDRV 

STDC MDZIDTV, PDN CHJFI 

VWP IFGP WTG HKK-WMXHVGM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: OLD VOCALIST AND 
ACTRESS WHO MIMICKED EVERYBODY LIKE 
A WELL-KNOWN TALKATIVE BIRD: MYNAH 
SHORE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals S 
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SCOREBOARD/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Friday, Dec. 20 
Bahamas Bowl 
Buffalo 31, Charlotte 9 

Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Kent state 51, Utah State 41 
Saturday, Dec. 21 
Celebration Bowl 
NC A&T 64, Alcorn State 44 
New Mexico Bowl 

San Diego State 48, Central Michigan 11 

Cure Bowl 

Liberty 23, Georgia Southern 16 

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 

FAU 52, SMU 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Arkansas State 34, FlU 26 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Washington 38, Boise State 7 
New Orleans Bowl 
Appalachian State 31, UAB 17 
Monday, Dec. 23 
Gasparilla Bowl 
UCF48, Marshall 25 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Hawaii 38, BYU 34 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Independence Bowl 
Louisiana Tech 14, Miami 0 
Quick Lane Bowl 

Pittsburgh 34, Eastern Michigan 30 

Friday, Dec. 27 
Military Bowl 

North Carolina 55, Temple 13 

Pinstripe Bowl 

Michigan State 27, Wake Forest 21 

Texas Bowl 

Texas A&M 24, Oklahoma State 21 

Holiday Bowl 

Iowa 49, Southern Cal 24 

Cheez-lt Bowl 

Air Force 31, Washington State 21 

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame 33, Iowa State 9 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 
Penn State 53, Memphis 39 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 
LSU 63, Oklahoma 28 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Clemson 29, Ohio State 23 
Monday, Dec. 30 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Western Kentucky (8-4) vs. Western 
Michigan (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Mississippi State (6-6) vs. Louisville (7-5) 

Red box Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Illinois (6-6) vs. California (7-5) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Florida (10-2) vs. Virginia (9-4) 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Virginia Tech (8-4) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Florida State (6-6) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Kansas State (8-4) vs. Navy (9-2) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Wyoming (7-5) vs. Georgia State (7-5) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Texas (7-5) vs. Utah (11-2) 

Wednesday, Jan. 1 
Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Michigan (9-3) vs. Alabama (10-2) 

Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Minnesota (10-2) vs. Auburn (9-3) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oregon (11-2) vs. Wisconsin (10-3) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Georgia (11-2) vs. Baylor (11-2) 

Thursday, Jan. 2 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 

Cincinnati (10-3) vs. Boston College (6-6) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Indiana (8-4) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 

Friday, Jan. 3 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

Ohio (6-6) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Saturday, Jan. 4 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Southern Miss (7-5) vs. Tulane (6-6) 
Monday, Jan. 6 
Lendingtree Bowl 


College basketball 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Amherst 89, Baruch 63 

Binghamton 98, Hartwick 45 

Boston U. 69, Merrimack 67 

CCSU 89, Connecticut Coll. 55 

Clark U. 97, Salem St. 87 

Cortland St. 98, Pitt.-Bradford 73 

DeSales 62, William Paterson 60 

Endicott 88, Williams 85 

FDU-Florham 80, Albright 76 

Franklin & Marshall 70, St. Elizabeth’s 


Immaculata84, Misericordia 75 
John Fisher 82, SUNY Poly/St. 68 
Johns Hopkins 81, Drew 70 
Juniata 79, Bryn Athyn 54 
Lafayette 67, Sacrecl Heart 66 
Lehman 94, Vassar 68 
Marshall 83, Duquesne 61 
Maryland 84, Bryant 70 
N.C. Wesleyan 100, D’Youville 70 
Oneonta 108, Medgar Evers 83 
Penn St. 90, Cornell 59 
Princeton 71, Lehigh 62 
Rowan 92, Dickinson 74 
RPI 78, Delhi 70 
Siena 74, Holy Cross 62 
St. Joseph (Conn.) 96, Old Westbury 83 
St. Joseph’s (LI.) 79, McDaniel 59 
St. Vincent 81, Catholic 73 
Stevens Tech 73, College of N.J. 53 
Stony Brook 81, Norfolk St. 65 
UConn69, NJIT47 
Utica 102, Anna Maria 72 
Va. Wesleyan 104, Cabrini 64 
W. Connecticut 80, NYU 63 
Wis.-River Falls 79, N.J. City 69 
SOUTH 

Alabama 90, Richmond 78 

Auburn 86, Lipscomb 59 

Berry 71, Brevard 70 

Bethany (WV) 75, Emory & Henry 72 

Campbellsville 81, Miami-Hamilton 68 

Centenary 83, Colorado College 75, OT 

Chattanooga 72, Cumberland (Tenn.) 

42 

Christopher Newport 97, Wesley 78 
Cumberlands 107, Carver 54 
Dalton St. 84, Life 54 
Emory 87, Wis.-Oshkosh 80 
ETSU117, Mars Hill 48 
Ferrum 73, Sewanee 69, OT 
Florida National 100, Vermont Tech 81 
Guilford 84, LaGrange 67 
Hampden-Sydney 77, Hood 72 
LSU 74, Liberty 57 

Millsaps 100, Birmingham-Southern 72 
Mississippi 80, Tennessee Tech 63 
N.C. State 72, Appalachian St. 60 
Northwestern St. 101, Champion Chris¬ 
tian 61 

Oglethorpe 68, St. Joseph’s (N.Y.) 63 
Presbyterian 81, Kentucky Christian 56 
Radford 90, Central Penn 45 
Randolph-Macon 94, Lebanon Valley 56 
Rhode Island 89, Middle Tennessee 62 
Richard Stockton 83, Maryville (Tenn.) 

60 

Roanoke 54, Stevenson 44 
S.C. Upstate 91, VMI 82 
South Florida 60, FAU 58 
Southern Poly 83, Pine Manor 63 
Susquehanna 87, Mary Washington 64 
UC Santa Barbara 85, Louisiana-Lafay- 

ette 77 

UT Martin 92, Mount St. Joseph 72 
Va. Wesleyan 104, Cabrini 64 
VCU 85, Loyola (Md.) 51 
Virginia 65, Navy 56 
Virginia Tech 92, Md.-Eastern Shore 37 
MIDWEST 
Albion 80, Otterbein 54 
Arkansas 71, Indiana 64 
Baldwin Wallace 60, Bluffton 53 
Bellevue 91, Coll, of the Ozarks 82 
Briar Cliff 109, Presentation 50 
Campbell 63, Ohio 55 
Hartford 67, Northwestern 66 
Hastings 76, Waldorf 49 
Illinois 95, N.C. A&T 64 
Iowa 93, Kennesaw St. 51 
Kansas St. 69, Tulsa 67 
Keene St./John Carroll 116, Keene St. 88 
Kenyon 69, Lycoming 67 
Loras 91, Monmouth (III.) 82 
Marietta 92, York (Pa.) 86 
Michigan 86, Mass Lowell 60 
Michigan St. 95, W Michigan 62 
Midland 76, Graceland (Iowa) 71 
Mount Union 78, Union (NY) 65 
Nebraska 73, Texas A&M-CC 52 
North Central (III.) 83, Sul Ross St. 79 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Designated 
RHP Marcos Diplan for assignment. 
Agreed to terms with RHP Kohl Stewart 
on a one-year contract. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Designated 
C Eric Haase for assignment. Signed 2B 
Cesar Hernandez to a one-year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Charlotte G Terry Rozier 
$25,000 for throwing the game ball into 
the spectator stands. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Fired coach 
Freddie Kitchens. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

INTER MIAMI - Signed D Romon Tor- 


Notre Dame 82, Alabama A&M 56 
Ohio Northern 79, Spalding 52 
Ohio Wesleyan 82, Salisbury 80 
Omaha 81, S. Dakota St. 78 
Saint Louis 77, Bethune-Cookman 67 
SE Missouri 74, Missouri Baptist 59 
SlU Edwardsville 96, Lindenwood (Mo.) 

18 

St. Norbert 76, Wis.-Superior 46 
St. Thomas (Texas) 88, JW, Colo. 51 
W. Illinois 82, South Dakota 75 
West Virginia 67, Ohio St. 59 
Wichita St. 84, Abilene Christian 66 
Wis.-La Crosse 64, Augustana (III.) 62 
Wis.-Stevens Point 62, E. Texas Baptist 

10 

Wis.-Stout 94, Edgewood 91 
Wis.-Whitewater 65, Hamline 60 
Wittenberg 81, Elmira 51 
Wooster 87, Whitworth 82 

SOUTHWEST 

Concordia (Texas) 88, Illinois Wesleyan 

Hendrix 79, U. of the Ozarks 56 
Oklahoma St. 82, SE Louisiana 31 
Sam Houston St. 75, Rice 61 
Southwestern (Texas) 68, Schreiner 66 
Texas Lutheran 76, Trinity (Texas) 66 
Texas Tech 73, CS Bakersfield 58 
Texas-Dallas 83, Blackburn 69 
FAR WEST 

Claremont-Mudd 77, Gustavus 67 

Colorado 99, Iona 54 

Harvard 71, California 63 

Hawaii 91, Maine 51 

Kansas 72, Stanford 56 

Louisiana College 85, Linfield 74 

Menlo 132, Northwest Indian 62 

N. Dakota St. 66, Denver 55 

New Mexico 74, UC Davis 69 

New Mexico St. 104, N. New Mexico 30 

Oregon 98, Alabama St. 59 

Oregon St. 83, North Dakota 66 

Pomona-Pitzer 84, Lake Forest 67 

San Diego 93, Whittier 67 

Santa Clara 92, Alcorn St. 57 

Southern Cal 71, Florida Gulf Coast 58 

Tufts 99, Caltech 83 

Washington St. 65, Ark.-Pine Bluff 50 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Alfred 64, Elms 51 

Amherst 71, Keene St. 41 

Army 81, Bryant 75 

Boston U. 72, Northeastern 56 

Buffalo 73, Dartmouth 49 

Carnegie Mellon 77, SUNY Canton 35 

Christopher Newport 89, Stevens Tech 


64 

Connecticut Coll. 61, Endicott 59 
Cornell 70, St. Bonaventure 42 
Creighton 65, Georgetown 56 
Delaware 63, George Mason 44 
Drew 77, St. Joseph’s (LI.) 55 
Emmanuel (Mass.) 76, Milwaukee Engi¬ 
neering 34 

Fordham 68, Samford 37 
Franklin & Marshall 51, Colby 50 
Franklin 77, Framingham St. 75 
Hamilton 74, Bridgewater (Mass.) 68 
Hartwick 67, York (Pa.) 54 
Houston 54, Hofstra 44 
Lehigh 80, St. Peter’s 71 
Mary Washington 66, Kean 58 
Mass. Lowell 61, Fairleigh Dickinson 56 
Merrimack 78, Vermont 53 
Monmouth (N.J.) 53, Albany (N.Y.) 41 
N.C. State 72, Boston College 54 
Princeton 77, New Hampshire 37 
Quinnipiac 87, Hartford 50 
Salem St. 78, Medgar Evers 30 
Simpson (Iowa) 88, New Paltz 60 
Smith 76, Anna Maria 57 
Stony Brook 78, Bucknell 73, 20T 
Tufts 68, College of N.J. 35 
UMass Boston 62, Messiah 52 
UMBC 65, Lafayette 58 
Villanova 51, Providence 49 
W. Connecticut 103, Delhi 43 
William & Mary 63, George Washington 

Wis.-Eau Claire 83, Salve Regina 24 
Wis.-Stout 72, Salisbury 63 

SOUTH 

Alabama 87, SE Louisiana 50 
Austin Peay 77, Illinois St. 72, OT 
Brown 72, FlU 57 

Coastal Carolina 85, S.C. State 44 
Colorado College 81, Centenary 46 
Florida 55, Davidson 50 


AP sportlight 


Miami (Ohio) (8-5) 
fayette (10-3) 

Monday, Jan. 13 
College Football Championship 
New Orieans 

Clemson (14-0) vs. LSU (14-0) 


COLLEGE 

Louisiana-La- SOUTHERN CAL — Fired defensive co¬ 
ordinator Clancy Pendergast and special 
teams coordinator John Baxter. 

VANDERBiLT — Fired offensive coordi¬ 
nator Gerry Gdowski and defensive coor¬ 
dinator Jason Tarver. 


Dec. 31 

1973 — Third-ranked Notre Dame 
edges top-ranked Alabama 24-23 In the 
Sugar Bowl. Second-ranked Oklahoma 
was sitting out the bowl season. 

1974 — Catfish Hunter, baseball’s first 
free agent, signs with the New York Yan¬ 
kees. He signs a five-year contract for a 
record $3.75 million. 

1982 — Jockey Pat Day edges Angel 
Cordero Jr. by two races to capture lead¬ 
ing rider honors. Day rides Dana’s Woof 
and Miltons Magic to victory during the 
evening program at Delta Downs for 399 
wins for the year. 

1988 — A blinding fog rolls in dur¬ 
ing the second quarter of the Chicago 
Bears’ 20-12 NFC semifinal victory over 
the Philadelphia Eagles at Soldier Field 
in Chicago. The fog obscures the game 
from most of the 65,534 fans present and 
a national television audience that could 
watch only ground-level shots. 

1988 — Mario Lemieux becomes the 
first NHL player to score goals in five 
ways during the same game. Lemieux 
scores at even strength, on the power 
play, short-handed, on a penalty shot 
and into an empty net. The five goals 
carry the Pittsburgh Penguins to an 8-6 
victory against the New Jersey Devils. 


Florida Gulf Coast 78, Duke 56 
Florida St. 86, Virginia Tech 62 
Georgia 67, East Carolina 50 
Georgia Tech 61, Virginia 51 
Jackson St. 65, Louisiana-Lafayette 54 
Jacksonville 87, Mercer 83, OT 
James Madison 59, Robert Morris 32 
JW, Fla. 73, Lawrence Tech 57 
Louisiana Tech 67, Arkansas St. 54 
Louisiana-Monroe 74, MVSU 66 
Louisville 62, Syracuse 58 
Miami 59, Wake Forest 56 
Middle Tennessee 82, TCU 70 
Millsaps 60, Huntingdon 51 
Mississippi St. 89, UALR 50 
Oglethorpe 73, Bridgewater (Va.) 53 
Ohio 70, Chattanooga 58 
Rhodes 84, Agnes Scott 48 
Roanoke 76, Wooster 66 
Tennessee 88, Howard 38 
Tennessee Tech 94, Tenn. Wesleyan 45 
UNC Greensboro 54, Appalachian St. 47 
Vanderbilt 72, Columbia 51 
MIDWEST 

Alma 55, Castleton St. 34 

Bethel (Minn.) 78, Vassar 67 

Bluffton 70, Westminster (Pa.) 54 

Briar Cliff 76, Valley City St. 60 

Capital 63, Oberlin 45 

Carroll (Wis.) 71, Adrian 57 

Clemson 71, Notre Dame 55 

Denison 49, Otterbein 45 

DePaul 89, Marquette 71 

Drake 73, N. Illinois 49 

Elmhurst 73, Beloit 42 

Grand View 85, Haskell Indian Nations 

66 

Hamline 61, Husson 53 

John Carroll 78, Goucher 41 

Loras 97, North Park 67 

Marietta 85, N.C. Wesleyan 74 

Mayville St. 68, Morningside 60 

Ohio Northern 76, Manchester 47 

Ohio Wesleyan 79, Heidelberg 71 

Olivet 76, Cairn 53 

Pacific (Ore.) 75, Dubuque 61 

Robert Morris Chicago 71, Goshen 68 

S. Dakota St. 68, Omaha 51 

SE Missouri 106, Harris-Stowe 64 

Seton Hall 67, Butler 62 

South Dakota 96, W. Illinois 65 

St. John’s 75, Xavier 67 

St. Scholastica 68, Waldorf 51 

St. Thomas (Minn.) 63, Wis.-Stevens 

Point 38 

St. Xavier 98, Indiana East 59 
Stevenson 83, Westminster (Mo.) 64 
Toledo 83, Canisius 65 
Trine 76, Hanover 56 
UMKC 74, Oklahoma Science 43 
Wartburg 79, Baldwin Wallace 48 
Washington & Lee 51, Rose-Hulman 45 
Wis.-La Crosse 87, Washington (Mo.) 74 
Wis.-Oshkosh 62, Ripon 55 
Wis.-Platteville 74, Lawrence 56 
Wis.-Superior 64, Finlandia 55 
Wis.-Whitewater 73, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 

44 

Wittenberg 85, Wilmington (Ohio) 68 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 66, Philander Smith 53 

Arkansas 96, UT Martin 46 

E. Texas Baptist 66, Benedictine (III.) 51 

LeTourneau 84, Blackburn 53 

North Texas 114, Texas A&M-Texarkana 

54 

Schreiner 65, Southwestern (Texas) 62 
SMU 59, UC Irvine 56 
St. Thomas (Texas) 80, JW, Colo. 65 
Stephen F. Austin 87, Our Lady of the 

Lake 75 

Texas 91, Northwestern St. 49 
Texas A&M 85, Texas A&M-CC 48 
Texas Tech 115, UTSA 58 
Texas-Dallas 77, Albion 68 
Trinity (Texas) 60, Texas Lutheran 51 
Tulsa 58, UTEP 51 
U. of the Ozarks 58, Hendrix 46 
FAR WEST 

Arizona 58, Arizona St. 53 
Cal Lutheran/Chapman 
Cal St.-Fullerton 81, Seattle 63 
California 73, Grand Canyon 53 
Claremont-Mudd 46, St. Vincent 44 
Colorado 80, Utah 70 
Denver 91, N. Dakota St. 82 
George Fox 80, New England 45 
Gonzaga 62, Portland 57 
North Central (III.) 67, Caltech 58 
NW Christian 77, Menlo 73 
Oregon St. 69, CS Bakersfield 50 
Pomona-Pitzer 85, Lewis & Clark 48 
UCLA 83, Southern Cal 59 
Washington 65, Washington St. 56 
WPI 80, Occidental 61 


2013 — Johnny Manziel lives up to his 
nickname “Johnny Football,” leading 20 
Texas A&M to another comeback win, 
52-48 over No. 22 Duke in the Chick-fil-A 
Bowl. The Aggies are down 38-17 at half¬ 
time but with Manziel at the helm they 
come back In the highest-scoring game 
in the bowl’s history. The 2012 Heisman 
trophy winner throws four touchdown 
passes, completes 30 of 38 passes for 
382 yards and runs for 73 yards and a 
touchdown. 

2017 — The Cleveland Browns com¬ 
plete the second 0-16 season in NFL his¬ 
tory with a 28-24 loss to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. The Browns join the 2008 De¬ 
troit Lions as the only teams in NFL his¬ 
tory to go 0-16. Head coach Hue Jackson 
has a 1-31 record over two seasons. 

2017 — The New England Patriots fin¬ 
ish the regular season with to a 26-6 win 
over the New York Jets and clinch home- 
field advantage throughout the AFC 
playoffs. The win clinches the seventh 
13-win season for the Patriots (13-3), 
second in NFL history to San Francisco’s 
nine seasons. It’s also Bill Belichick’s 
250th career regular-season win, moving 
him into a tie with Tom Landry for third 
all-time among head coaches. 


QB Book 
planning 
to return 
to Irish 

By John Fineran 

Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — One 
Notre Dame offensive standout 
is planning to return to school. It 
remains to be seen if another will 
join him. 

Quarterback Ian Book posted 
on his Instagram and Twitter ac¬ 
counts that he plans to be back for 
the 2020 season. 

Book posted a signed picture 
taken from Notre Dame’s win 
over Boston College with cap¬ 
tions, “See you in 2020” and “Go 
Irish.” It also listed his location as 
Dublin, Ireland, the site of Notre 
Dame’s season-opening game 
against Navy on Aug. 29 and in¬ 
cluded the tag “#BeatNavy.” 

Book, who passed for 247 yards 
and a touchdown in a Camping 
World Bowl win over Iowa State 
on Saturday, has a redshirt sea¬ 
son remaining after sitting out 
his 2016 freshman year. 

So does running back Tony 
Jones Jr., who rushed for 135 
yards against Iowa State on 11 
carries, including an 84-yard 
touchdown run in the third 
quarter. 

Notre Dame initially posted a 
story late Saturday on its athletic 
website that hinted Jones was 
forgoing his fifth season at Notre 
Dame. But athletic spokeswoman 
Clare Kramer, the story’s author, 
said Monday that Jones has not 
made a decision. “Tony Jones Jr. 
does have one year of eligibility 
remaining,” Kramer said. 

Jones finished the season as 
Notre Dame’s leading rusher with 
857 yards on 144 carries (6.0 av¬ 
erage) and six touchdowns in 12 
games, missing one game with a 
sore hip. He went over 100 yards 
five times, with a career-best 176 
on 25 carries against Southern 
California Oct. 12. 

If Jones returns, the Irish 
running back group also would 
include Jafar Armstrong, C’Bo 
Flemister, Jahmir Smith, Avery 
Davis and Kyren Williams and 
five-star incoming freshman 
Chris Tyree. 

Book has played in 35 games 
for Notre Dame and is 20-3 since 
taking over as the starting quar¬ 
terback in 2018. This season, he 
completed 240 of399 passes (60%) 
for 3,034 yards and 34 touch¬ 
downs with six interceptions. 



Liberty Bowl 
Navy vs. Kansas State 

AFN-Sports 
9:45 p.m. Tuesday GET 
5:45 a.m. Wednesday JKT 
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NHL/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


NHL roundup 


NHL scoreboard 


Defending champ 
Blues rout Jets for 
8th straight victory 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 40 24 7 9 57 136 102 

Toronto 40 21 14 5 47 142 131 

Florida 38 20 13 5 45 138 130 

Tampa Bay 37 20 13 4 44 131 116 

Montreal 39 18 15 6 42 130 128 

Buffalo 40 17 16 7 41 117 125 

Ottawa 39 16 18 5 37 109 127 

Detroit 40 9 28 3 21 87 157 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 40 27 8 5 59 143 118 


N.Y. Islanders 37 24 10 


Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 
Carolina 
N.Y. Rangers 
Columbus 
New Jersey 


__ 23 11 

39 22 12 

39 23 14 

38 19 15 

39 17 14 

38 13 19 


3 51 no 97 

4 50 131 102 

5 49 124 113 

2 48 133 111 

4 42 124 125 

8 42 101 111 

6 32 99 136 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Jaden Schwartz 
scored twice and Jordan Bin- 
nington made 25 saves to help the 
St. Louis Blues beat the Winnipeg 
Jets 4-1 on Sunday for their sea¬ 
son-best eighth straight victory. 

Ryan O’Reilly and Robert 
Thomas also scored for St. Louis. 
The defending champion Blues 
improved to 26-8-6, outscoring 
opponents 32-16 during the win¬ 
ning streak. They had a seven- 
game streak Oct. 27-Nov. 9. 

“You wouldn’t even know it in 
the room,” Binnington said. “Ev¬ 
eryone’s just trying to keep work¬ 
ing together and taking it day by 
day and those wins are coming.” 

Nicholas Shore scored and Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck made 24 saves for 
Winnipeg. The Jets have lost six 
of eight to fall to 21-15-3. 

“There feels like there’s a 
break,” Winnipeg coach Paul 
Maurice said. “We’re not sitting 
on two in eight. We’re 0-1-1 com¬ 
ing out of the Christmas break 
against a pretty good team.” 

Schwartz gave St. Louis a 2-1 
lead with 4:51 left in the second 
period, taking a feed from Jordan 
Kyrou on a two-on-one break and 
beating Hellebuyck through the 
legs. 

Schwartz added an empty-net- 
ter with 30 seconds remaining. 
He has 13 goals, two more than 
all of last season. In a six-game 
points streak, he has four goals 
and eight assists. 

“Similar,” Schwartz said when 
asked to compare this run to the 
team’s playoff run. “That’s what 
we’re kind of building towards 
and keeping that same intensity 
and sticking to our systems.” 

Bruins 3, Sabres 2: Jake De- 
Brusk scored two power-play 
goals 18 seconds apart early in 
the third period and host Bos¬ 
ton completed a home-and-home 
sweep of Buffalo. 

David Pastmak added his 
NHL-leading 29th goal and Tu- 
ukka Rask made 24 saves for 
the Bruins. They have earned at 
least one point in each of their last 
seven games, going 4-0-3. 

Rasmus Ristolainen and Curtis 
Lazar scored for the Sabres. They 
have lost six of seven. 

Islanders 3, Wild 1: Ryan Pu- 
lock and Matt Martin scored in a 
1:37 span early in the third period 
and struggling New York rallied 
to win at Minnesota. 

Tom Kuhnhackl scored late 
and Semyon Varlamov stopped 25 
shots for the Islanders, who won 
for the second time in their past 
six games. Ryan Donato scored 
for the Wild. 

Lightning 2 , Red Wings 1: 

Brayden Point scored a power- 


play goal in the third period and 
host Tampa Bay beat Detroit for 
its third straight victory. 

The Lightning have won 16 con¬ 
secutive regular-season games 
against the Red Wings, the lon¬ 
gest winning streak in franchise 
history against one opponent, and 
the third-longest in NHL history. 

Ondrej Palat also scored for 
Tampa Bay, and Curtis McElhin- 
ney made 19 saves. Jonathan Ber¬ 
nier stopped 37 shots for the Red 
Wings, and Robby Fabbri scored. 

Panthers 6, Canadiens 5: 
Jonathan Huberdeau scored two 
goals in just over 30 seconds 
and added two assists, and host 
Florida’s top line had a nine-point 
game against Montreal. 

Aleksander Barkov had two 
goals and an assist and Mike 
Matheson added a goal and two 
assists for the Panthers. Noel Ac- 
ciari also scored and Evgenii Da- 
donov finished with two assists. 
Sergei Bobrovsky made 37 saves. 

The top line of Huberdeau, Bar¬ 
kov and Dadonov had four goals 
and five assists. 

Jeff Petry had a goal and two 
assists, Tomas Tatar and Max 
Domi each added a goal and an 
assist, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and Shea Weber also scored for 
the Canadiens. 

Blackhawks 3, Blue Jackets 
2 (SO): Jonathan Toews and Pat¬ 
rick Kane scored shootout goals 
in Chicago’s win at Columbus. 

Blackhawks goalie Robin Leh- 
ner stopped Nathan Gerbe in 
the third round of the tiebreaker 
to seal the win. Lehner made 31 
saves. 

Dylan Strome and Erik Gus- 
tafsson scored for Chicago in the 
third period. Pierre-Luc Dubois 
and Riley Nash scored in regula¬ 
tion for the Blue Jackets. 

Flyers 2 , Ducks 1 (OT): Kevin 
Hayes scored at 3:53 of overtime 
and Brian Elliott made 27 saves 
in Philadelphia’s fifth victory in 
six games. 

Sean Couturier scored in the 
first period and Jakub Voracek 
had two assists for the Flyers in 
the second stop of their six-game 
West Coast trip. 

After Erik Gudbranson scored 
for Anaheim in the opening 
minute. 

John Gibson stopped 33 shots 
for the Ducks. 

Stars 4, Coyotes 2: Roope 
Hintz scored the go-ahead goal 
late in Dallas’ four-goal third pe¬ 
riod in a win at Arizona. 

Hintz’s made it 3-2 with 4:09 
left to play, and Mattias Janmark 
sealed the Stars’ second straight 
win with an empty-netter with 
1:36 remaining. 

Jamie Benn had a goal and an 
assist, Alexander Radulov also 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Nashville 

Chicago 

Vegas 
Vancouver 
Arizona 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Anaheim 
San Jose 
Los Angeles 


40 26 8 6 

39 23 12 4 

40 22 14 4 

39 21 15 3 

40 19 16 5 

38 18 14 6 

40 17 17 6 

Pacific Division 
42 21 15 6 

40 21 15 4 

41 21 16 4 

41 20 16 5 

41 20 17 4 

39 16 18 5 


58 127 104 
50 140 112 
48 107 101 

45 118 116 

43 125 133 
42 132 127 
40 113 129 

48 129 123 

46 132 119 
46 115 107 
45 111 122 

44 118 129 
37 101 119 
37 109 137 
36 104 129 

point 


40 17 20 

41 16 21 

Note: Two points for l.,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams ... 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
St. Louis 4, Winnipeg 1 
Chicago 3, Coiumbus 2, SO 
New Jersey 4, Ottawa 3, OT 
N.Y. islanders 3, Minnesota 1 
Boston 3, Buffaio 2 
Florida 6, Montreal 5 
Tampa Bay 2, Detroit 1 
Dallas 4, Arizona 2 
Philadeiphia 2, Anaheim 1, OT 
Vancouver 5, Calgary 2 

Monday’s games 
Ottawa at Pittsburgh 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston at New Jersey 
N.Y. islanders at Washington 
Anaheim at Vegas 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at Buffaio 
Montreai at Carolina 
Florida at Columbus 
San Jose at Detroit 
Winnipeg at Colorado 
St. Louis at Arizona 
Chicago at Calgary 
N.Y. Rangers at Edmonton 
Philadelphia at Los Angeles 
Wednesday’s games 
Nashville at Dallas 

Thursday’s games 
Columbus at Boston 
Edmonton at Buffalo 
Tampa Bay at Montreal 
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders 
San Jose at Pittsburgh 
Florida at Ottawa 
Toronto at Winnipeg 
Anaheim at Arizona 
N.Y. Rangers at Calgary 
St. Louis at Colorado 
Chicago at Vancouver 
Philadelphia at Vegas 


scored, and Anton Khudobin 
stopped 33 shots for Dallas. 

Conor Garland and Taylor 
Hall scored to give the Coyotes 
a 2-0 lead. Arizona has lost three 
straight in regulation for the first 
time this season. 

Devils 4, Senators 3 (OT): 
Jack Hughes scored 54 seconds 
into overtime to lift New Jersey to 
a win at Ottawa. 

Hughes broke loose with the 
puck on his backhand, switched 
to the forehand and flipped the 
puck over goalie Craig Anderson 
for his sixth of the season. 

Nico Hischier and Nikita Gusev 
had power-play goals for the Dev¬ 
ils, Miles Wood also scored and 
Mackenzie Blackwood made 21 
saves. Thomas Chabot, Nick Paul 
and Artem Anisimov scored for 
the Sentators. 

Canucks 5, Flames 2: Tyler 
Myers scored twice and added an 
assist to help Vancouver take a 3- 
0 lead in the first period in a win 
at Calgary. 

Tanner Pearson also scored 
twice and Jake Virtanen added a 
goal. The Canucks have won five 
in a row. 



Ron Schwane/AP 


West Virginia's Miles McBride, right, shoots over Ohio State’s Andre 
Wesson during the No. 22 Mountaineers’ 67-59 defeat of the No. 2 
Buckeyes on Sunday in Cleveland. 

Top 25 roundup 


No. 22 West Virginia rallies 
in upset of No. 2 Ohio State 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Miles Mc¬ 
Bride scored six of his season- 
high 21 points in the final 2:22 
and No. 22 West Virginia rallied 
to beat No. 2 Ohio State 67-59 
Sunday. 

The Mountaineers (11-1) trailed 
by nine late in the first half but 
went ahead for good at 55-54 on 
a push-shot by Derek Culver with 
3:31 left. McBride, a freshman 
guard, followed with two free 
throws and an 18-foot jump shot 
to extend the lead to 59-54. 

Kaleb Wesson’s three-pointer 
pulled the Buckeyes (11-2) within 
61-57 with 51 seconds remain¬ 
ing, but they missed two shots on 
their next possession. Ohio State 
was held to a season low in points 
and committed season highs of 22 
turnovers and 25 fouls. 

No. 5 Kansas 72, Stanford 
56: Isaiah Moss made three 
straight three-pointers during a 
decisive second-half stretch and 
finished with 17 points, helping 
the visiting Jayhawks overcome 
an inconsistent performance on 
both ends. 

Udoka Azubuike grabbed 13 
rebounds as Kansas (10-2) held 
a big advantage on the boards, 
but he took just two shots to score 
two points and committed five 
turnovers. 

No. 6 Oregon 98, Alabama 
State 59: Chris Duarte scored 
a season-high 31 points and the 
host Ducks rolled in their final 
tuneup before Pac-12 play. 

Oregon (11-2) is the conference 
favorite and will open league play 
Thursday at Colorado riding a 
five-game winning streak. 


No. 8 Auburn 86, Lipscomb 

59: Danjel Purifoy had 17 points 
and nine rebounds and the Ti¬ 
gers improved to 12-0. Auburn 
remained one of two undefeated 
teams nationally. 

No. 11 Michigan 86, Umass 
Lowell 60: Jon Teske had 25 
points and eight rebounds, Eli 
Brooks added 15 points and the 
host Wolvernies closed their non¬ 
conference schedule with a rout. 

No. 13 Maryland 84, Bryant 
70: Anthony Cowan Jr. scored 
19 points and the host Terrapins 
ended a two-game slide in the 
nonconference finale for both 
teams. 

No. 14 Michigan State 95, 
Western Michigan 62: Foster 
Loyer scored a career-high 16 
points in his start for the host 
Spartans, who shook off a slow 
start without All-American Cas¬ 
sius Winston. 

No. 16 Virginia 65, Navy 56: 

Kihei Clark scored five points 
during a 12-0 second-half run 
and the host Cavaliers overcame 
a sloppy effort. 

No. 20 Penn State 90, Cor¬ 
nell 59: Mike Watkins scored 16 
of his 19 points in the first half for 
the host Nittany Lions. 

No. 23 Texas Tech 73, Cal 
State Bakersfield 58: Kyler Ed¬ 
wards scored 18 of his 20 points 
after halftime and the Red Raid¬ 
ers pulled away to win their 54th 
consecutive home game against 
nonconference teams. 

No. 25 Iowa 93, Kennesaw 
State 51: Luka Garza scored 23 
points and Ryan Kriener added a 
career-high 20 as the host Hawk- 
eyes closed their nonconference 
schedule with a win. 
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NBA roundup 


James, Davis help 
Lakers rout Mavs 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — LeBron 
James became the ninth player 
in NBA history to reach 9,000 as¬ 
sists, Anthony Davis scored 23 
points and the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers beat the Dallas Mavericks 
108-95 on Sunday night. 

James — who turns 35 on Mon¬ 
day — reached the milestone with 
4:35 remaining in the first quar¬ 
ter when he fired an outlet pass 
to Davis three-quarters of the 
way down the court for a dunk. It 
was one of 13 assists on the night 
for James. He finished with 13 
points. 

Davis was 8-for-12 from the 
field in his 26th game this season 
with 20 or more points. Kenta- 
vious Caldwell-Pope added a sea¬ 
son-high 19 points and Dwight 
Howard scored 15 points — all in 
the second quarter. 

Luka Doncic led Dallas with 
19 points but struggled from the 
field a night after his ninth triple¬ 
double of the season. He shot 5- 
for-14 and missed all six of his 
three-point attempts. 

Los Angeles has won two 
straight after a four-game losing 
streak. 

Thunder 98, Raptors 97: Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander matched his 
career-high with 32 points, Chris 
Paul had 25 points, 11 rebounds 
and eight assists and Oklahoma 
City won at Toronto for its sixth 
win in seven games. 

Nerlens Noel added 13 points 
and Darius Bazley had 11 to 
help the Thunder win their fifth 
straight in Toronto. Oklahoma 
City has won 11 of 15 overall. 

Kyle Lowry and Fred VanVleet 
each scored 20 points and Serge 
Ibaka had 12 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds for the Raptors. They lost 
for the third time in four games. 

Gilgeous-Alexander made the 
go-ahead basket on a jump shot 
with 36 seconds left in the fourth 
quarter, then grabbed the re¬ 
bound on a missed three-pointer 
by VanVleet. The third-year 
guard, who was born in Toronto 
and raised in nearby Hamilton, 
has scored 32 points three times 
in his past five games. 

Pelicans 127, Rockets 112: 
Lonzo Ball highlighted a season- 
high 27-point performance with a 
career-high seven three-pointers 
and host New Orleans beat un¬ 
dermanned Houston for its fourth 
straight victory. 

Brandon Ingram also had 27 
points and Jrue Holiday and 
E’Twaun Moore each added 25. 

The Rockets played without 
James Harden (sprained toe), 
Russell Westbrook (rest) and 
Clint Capela (bruised heel). Dan¬ 
iel House Jr. scored 22 points for 
Houston and Eric Gordon, re¬ 
turning for the first time since 
having arthroscopic surgery on 
his right knee in mid-November, 
added 20 points. 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

c Division 

W L Pet 


Philadelphia 
Toronto 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Cleveland 


8 .733 
12 .657 
11 .667 
15 .516 
24 .273 
Southeast Division 

24 8 .750 

14 18 .438 10 


13 22 .371 ll’/z 


Centrai Division 


21 12 .636 

13 20 .394 

12 21 .364 

10 22 .313 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
Dallas 
San Antonio 
Memphis 
New Orleans 

Northwest Division 

Denver 
Utah 

Oklahoma City 
Portland 


11 .667 
11 .656 
18 .419 
21 .382 
23 .324 


Minnesota 

L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 
Golden State 


11 .. 

Pacific Division 


12 .625 
15 .531 

19 .424 

20 .355 


12 


11 .676 

20 .375 

21 .364 


9 25 .265 17'/2 


Saturday’s games 

Denver 119, Memphis 110 
New Orleans 120, Indiana 98 
Toronto 113, Boston 97 
Chicago 116, Atlanta 81 
Houston 108, Brooklyn 98 
Cleveland 94, Minnesota 88 
New York 107, Washington 100 
Miami 117, Philadelphia 116, OT 
Dallas 141, Golden State 121 
San Antonio 136, Detroit 109 
Milwaukee 111, Orlando 100 
Phoenix 112, Sacramento 110 
L.A. Lakers 128, Portland 120 
Utah 120, L.A. Clippers 107 
Sunday’s games 
Oklahoma City 98, Toronto 97 
Memphis 117, Charlotte 104 
New Orleans 127, Houston 112 
Denver 120, Sacramento 115 
L.A. Lakers 108, Dallas 95 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
Miami at Washington 
Brooklyn at Minnesota 
Milwaukee at Chicago 
Detroit at Utah 
Phoenix at Portland 

Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Charlotte 
Philadelphia at Indiana 
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento 
Cleveland at Toronto 
Denver at Houston 
Golden State at San Antonio 
Dallas at Oklahoma City 

Wednesday’s games 
Orlando at Washington 
Portland at New York 
Minnesota at Milwaukee 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 


Nuggets 120, Kings 115: 

Will Barton scored 19 points, 
including two free throws with 
eight seconds left, to help host 
Denver hold off Sacramento for 
its ninth victory in 10 games. 

Michael Porter Jr. had a season- 
high 19 points and six rebounds in 
his first start. Nikola Jokic added 
17 points and eight rebounds. 

Grizzlies 117, Hornets 104: 
Dillon Brooks scored 20 points, 
rookie Brandon Clarke added 18 
and host Memphis sent Charlotte 
to its fifth straight loss. 

Jonas Valanciunas scored 16 
points, and Jaren Jackson Jr. 
added 14 points and 12 rebounds 
for the Grizzlies. Malik Monk led 
Charlotte with 18 points off the 
bench. 


Wild: Patriots’ last 
wild-card playoff 
was loss to Ravens 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Dolphins quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick, left, celebrates his winning 
touchdown pass to Mike Gesicki with guard Jesse Davis in the 
Dolphins’ 27-24 win over the New England Patriots on Sunday. 

Lowly Dolphins stun Pats 


Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — It 
wasn’t last season’s “Miami Mir¬ 
acle” loss. But the Patriots’ latest 
setback could wind up affecting 
their prospects of repeating as 
Super Bowl champions. 

The Dolphins dropped New 
England into the wild-card play¬ 
off round when Ryan Fitzpatrick 
tossed a 5-yard touchdown pass 
to tight end Mike Gesicki with 24 
seconds remaining for a stunning 
27-24 victory Sunday. 

New England (12-4) will have 
to play in the opening weekend of 
the postseason for the first time 
since 2009. 

They will face Tennessee (9-7), 
which earned the final AFC wild 
card with a win at Houston. 

The Dolphins (5-11) scored on a 
wild series of laterals on the final 
play to win the second meeting 
between the teams last season, in 
Miami. 

This time, it was Fitzpatrick’s 
turn to provide all the magic 
heavy underdog Miami needed to 
end its AFC rival’s streak of nine 
straight first-round playoff byes. 

After trailing throughout the 
game, Brady threw a 13-yard 
touchdown pass to James White 
to put New England in front 24- 
20 with 3:53 left. But Fitzpatrick, 
who finished 28-for-41 for 320 
yards and a touchdown, was un¬ 
flappable, leading Miami on a 13- 
play, 75-yard drive that included 
him recovering a fumbled snap. 


Dolphins 27, Patriots 24 

Miami 3 7 7 10-27 

New England 0 10 7 7-24 

First Quarter 
Mia-FG Sanders 27, 1:38. 

Second Quarter 

Mia—Rowe 35 interception return 
(Sanders kick), 10:31. 

NE-FG Folk 25, 5:51. 

NE-Michel 4 run (Folk kick), 2:05. 

Third Quarter 

Mia—Fitzpatrick 2 run (Sanders kick), 
7:42. 

NE—Roberts 38 pass from Brady (Folk 
kick), 4:26. 

Fourth Quarter 

Mia-FG Sanders 32, 8:29. 

NE—White 13 pass from Brady (Folk 
kick), 3:53. 

Mia—Gesicki 5 pass from Fitzpatrick 
(Sanders kick), :24. 

A-65,878. 


Mia 


NE 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 389 352 

Rushes-yards 22-63 27-135 

Passing 326 217 

Punt Returns 2-7 1-7 

Kickoff Returns 1-18 1-38 

Interceptions Ret. 1-35 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 29-44-0 16-29-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 1-4 

Punts 4-42.5 4-44.5 

Fumbles-Lost 2-0 3-1 

Penalties-Yards 4-35 6-54 

Time of Possession 33:51 26:09 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Miami, Laird 11-21, Perine 
5-16, Fitzpatrick 5-15, Ford 1-11. New Eng¬ 
land, Michel 18-74, Burkhead 6-48, Harry 
1-9, White 2-4. 

PASSING-Miami, Fitzpatrick 28-41-0- 
320, Wilson 1-2-0-20, Haack O-l-O-O. New 
England, Brady 16-29-1-221. 

RECEIVING-Miami, D.Parker 8-137, 
Ford 7-54, Wilson 5-59, Laird 4-48, Gesicki 
4-34, Smythe 1-8. New England, Sanu 3- 
35, White 3-33, Harry 3-29, Edelman 3-26, 
Dorsett 1-50, Roberts 1-38, Burkhead 1-6, 
Watson 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


and completing a 24-yard pass to 
DeVante Parker. 

“I know how difficult it is to 
beat them,” Fitzpatrick said. “I 
know how difficult it really is to 
beat them at home. I’m proud of 
what we did out there today.” 


Dolphins’ Howard arrested on domestic battery 


Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— Miami Dolphins cornerback 
Xavier Howard was arrested 
Sunday night on a domestic bat¬ 
tery charge following an argu¬ 
ment with his fiance over the 
purchase of a purse, according to 
a police report. 

Howard, who missed much of 
the 2019 season with a knee in¬ 
jury, remained in the Broward 


County Jail early Monday with 
bond set at $3,000, jail records 
showed. 

The police report from Davie, 
Fla., said the argument became 
physical when Howard grabbed 
his fiance’s arm and pushed her 
against a mirrored glass in the 
hallway of their bedroom. He let 
her go, causing her to fall to the 
floor on her right arm, which 
landed on his crutches, the report 
said. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

NFC playoffs with a 26-21 victory 
at Seattle. Jimmy Garoppolo and 
the NFC West champion 49ers 
(13-3) held on and sent Russell 
Wilson and the Seahawks (11-5) 
on the road to open the playoffs in 
the wild-card round next Sunday 
at Philadelphia. 

“It’s a good step in the right di¬ 
rection,” Garoppolo said. “We’ve 
got a long way to go, though.” 

The Titans clinched their spot 
by beating Houston 35-14, elimi¬ 
nating Pittsburgh and Oakland in 
the process. All three teams had a 
chance at the playoffs, but Tennes¬ 
see had the easiest path by need¬ 
ing to win — and got it against a 
Texans squad that rested several 
starters, including quarterback 
Deshaun Watson. 

“I think it’s great when you 
can determine whether you get to 
continue to play football,” Titans 
coach Mike Vrabel said. “There 
was some great effort, but we’re 
going to have to improve and play 
better. Everything gets harder 
from here on out.” 

The last time New England 
played on wild-card weekend, it 
lost at home to the Ravens. The 
Patriots have never made it to the 
Super Bowl with Brady and coach 
Bill Belichick while playing in the 
opening round. 

“We’ve got to move forward 
and get ready to go or the end of 
our season will be next week if we 
don’t turn the page and play good 
football, way better than today,” 
McCourty said. “Nobody feels 
sorry for the Patriots not getting 
a first-round bye in the playoffs.” 

Meanwhile, Kansas City (12-4) 
is the No. 2 seed and will be able 
to watch the opening round, along 
with the top-seeded Baltimore 
Ravens (14-2). 

“We’ll step back, the guys will 
come in tomorrow, we’ll have a 
team meeting. I’ll give them a 
schedule for what’s going on the 
next week here during the bye 
week,” Chiefs coach Andy Reid 
said. “The main thing is we get 
work done, but we rest up and 
get ready for whoever we might 
play.” 

Kansas City’s victory also 
locked Houston into the No. 4 
seed, and the Texans (10-6) will 
host the Buffalo Bills (10-6) next 
Saturday. 

Despite resting several start¬ 
ers, including quarterback Lamar 
Jackson, running back Mark In¬ 
gram, guard Marshal Yanda and 
safety Earl Thomas, Baltimore 
cruised past Pittsburgh 28-10 
to ride into the playoffs on a 12- 
game winning streak. 

“It’s the best team in football in 
the regular season this year, but 
that doesn’t count for anything 
in the next season,” coach John 
Harbaugh said. 

Green Bay earned a first-round 
bye in the NFC playoffs with a 23- 
20 victory at Detroit, the Packers’ 
fifth consecutive victory. 

“We’re hot,” quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers saici. “But you’ve got to 
start all over in the playoffs and 
it’s all great football teams now, 
so the margin of error is even 
smaller.” 
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Scoreboard 


Broncos keep Raiders Dalton lifts Bengals over 
from playoffs Browns; Kitchens fired 


American Conference 


y-New England 12 

x-Buffalo 10 

N.Y. Jets 7 

Miami 5 1 

SOI 

y-Houston 10 

x-Tennessee 9 

Indianapolis 7 

Jacksonville 


y-Kansas City 
Denver 
Oakland 
L.A. Chargers 


6 10 I 
North 
14 2 I 
8 8 I 
6 10 ( 
2 14 I 
West 


Pet PF PA 

.750 420 225 
.625 314 259 
.438 276 359 
.313 306 494 

.625 378 385 
.563 402 331 
.438 361 373 
.375 300 397 

.875 531 282 
.500 289 303 
.375 335 393 
.125 279 420 

.750 451 308 
.438 282 316 
.438 313 419 
.313 337 345 


National Conference 


East 

W L T 

y-Philadelphia 9 7 0 
Dallas 8 8 0 

N.Y. Giants 4 12 0 
Washington 3 13 0 

South 

y-New Orleans 13 3 0 
Atlanta 7 9 0 

Tampa Bay 
Carolina 

y-Green Bay 
x-Minnesota 
Chicago 
roit 




3 12 


Pet PF PA 

.563 385 354 
.500 434 321 
.250 341 451 
.188 266 435 


0 .313 340 470 

0 .813 376 313 
0 .625 407 303 
0 .500 280 298 
1 .219 341 423 


y-San Francisco 13 3 0 .813 479 310 

x-Seattle 11 5 0 .688 405 398 

L.A. Rams 9 7 0 .563 394 364 

Arizona 5 10 1 .344 361 442 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Sunday’s games 
Chicago 21, Minnesota 19 
Atlanta 28, Tampa Bay 22, OT 
Miami 27, New England 24 
Green Bay 23, Detroit 20 
Cincinnati 33, Cleveland 23 
Kansas City 31, L.A. Chargers 21 
N.Y. Jets 13, Buffalo 6 
New Orleans 42, Carolina 10 
Denver 16, Oakland 15 
Tennessee 35, Houston 14 
Dallas 47, Washington 16 
Jacksonville 38, Indianapolis 20 
Philadelphia 34, N.Y. Giants 17 
Baltimore 28, Pittsburgh 10 
L.A. Rams 31, Arizona 24 
San Francisco 26, Seattle 21 


Playoff glance 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 4 

Buffalo at Houston 
Tennessee at New England 

Sunday, Jan. 5 

Minnesota at New Orleans 
Seattle at Philadelphia 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 11 

Philadelphia, Seattle or Minnesota at 
San Francisco 

Houston, Buffalo or Tennessee at Bal- 

Sunday, Jan. 12 

New England, Houston or Buffalo at 
Kansas City 
New Orlean: 
at Green Bay 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 19 

AFC 

NFC 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 26 
At Driando, Fla. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 2 
At Miami Gardens, Fla. 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


;, Philadelphia or Seattle 


DENVER — Shelby Harris 
capped his breakout season with a 
knockdown that officially knocked 
out the Oakland Raiders. 

The nose tackle, who was cut 
three times by the Raiders be¬ 
fore blossoming in Denver, batted 
down Derek Carr’s 2-point pass 
to Hunter Renfrew with 7 sec¬ 
onds left Sunday and the Broncos 
put at end to Oakland’s dim play¬ 
off hopes and to its run as an NFL 
city with a 16-15 win. 

“He’s a knockdown artist," 
Chris Harris Jr. said. “He’s 
clutch.” 

The Raiders (7-9) nearly made 
the Broncos (7-9) pay dearly for 
Garett Bolles’ 15th penalty of the 
season. His personal foul long 
after the whistle pushed Brandon 
McManus way back for a 57-yard 
field-goal attempt, which sailed 
wide, giving Oakland the ball at 
its 45-yard line with 1:41 remain¬ 
ing trailing by 7. 

Carr hit Renfrew for the touch¬ 
down on second-and-goal from 
the 3 — the first time the Raid¬ 
ers reached the end zone in five 
red-zone trips — and coach Jon 
Gruden decided to go for the win 
instead of the tie. 


Broncos 16, Raiders 15 

Oakland 0 3 0 12-15 

Denver 0 10 3 3-16 

Second Quarter 

Oak-FG Carlson 23, 14:06. 

Den—FG McManus 43, 8:21. 

Den—Beck 1 pass from Lock (McMa¬ 
nus kick), :28. 

Third Quarter 

Den—FG McManus 49, 4:37. 

Fourth Quarter 
Den-FG McManus 51, 14:55. 

Oak-FG Carlson 33, 9:03. 

Oak-FG Carlson 28, 3:09. 

Oak—Renfrow 3 pass from Carr (pass 
failed), :07. 


Oak 


29-46-0 

2-11 

3-41.3 




A-76,334. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 10-107 9-61 

Time of Possession 33:00 27:00 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Oakland, Washington 17- 
77, Richard 3-20, Ingold 1-0, Carr 1-0. Den¬ 
ver, Lindsay 18-53, Lock 6-29, Freeman 2- 
(minus 4), Spencer l-(minus 8). 

PASSING-Oakland, Carr 29-46-0-391. 
Denver, Lock 17-28-0-177. 

RECEIVING-Oakland, Washington 8- 
55, Waller 6-107, Renfrow 6-102, Ateman 
3-46, Richard 2-39, Jones 2-21, Gafford 
1-17, Carrier 1-4. Denver, Hamilton 5-65, 
Sutton 4-52, Booker 2-17, Beck 2-8, Pat¬ 
rick 1-14, Fumagalli 1-9, Freeman 1-8, 
Fant 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Oakland, Carl¬ 
son 39. Denver, McManus 57. 



The Broncos' Andrew Beck, left, celebrates with teammate Phillip 
Lindsay after scoring a touchdown during the first half on Sunday. 


CINCINNATI — Andy Dal¬ 
ton took the snap and went to his 
knee, finishing a double-digit vic¬ 
tory that might suffice as his fare¬ 
well to Cincinnati. 

On the Browns sideline, Fred¬ 
die Kitchens hugged Baker May- 
field at the end of a disappointing 
season that would culminate a 
few hours later with the first-year 
coach’s firing. 

From the top of Ohio to the bot¬ 
tom, it was misery all around on 
a gray, rainy afternoon. And now, 
it’s time to figure out who’s going 
to be around for the next try to get 
it right. 

Dalton threw for a touchdown 
and ran for another Sunday in 
his farewell as the Bengals’ fran¬ 
chise quarterback. A Joe Burrow 
banner in the upper deck remind¬ 
ed him what comes next as the 
team wrapped up one of its most 
miserable seasons with a 33-23 
victory that didn’t end the day’s 
developments. 

The Browns (6-10) returned 
to Cleveland on Sunday night 
and announced that Kitchens 
had been fired. Owners Dee and 
Jimmy Haslam said in a state¬ 
ment that they didn’t see the nec¬ 
essary improvement this season. 

Players had sensed there might 
be a change. 

“We’ll see what ownership 
does,” receiver Jarvis Landry 
said after the game. “Six-and-10 
is definitely not acceptable.” 

Kitchens is the fifth coach fired 
since 2012 by the Haslams. 

And so the Browns set off in 
search of their eighth head coach 
in 11 years. 

The Bengals (2-14) will be look¬ 
ing for their next franchise quar¬ 
terback with the first pick in the 
draft. Dalton wants to start some¬ 
where next year, so this might 
have been his finale in tiger 
stripes. 

“If that’s the case, it was good 
to end it taking a knee," the ninth- 
year veteran said. 


Bengals 33, Browns 23 

Cleveland 7 9 0 7-23 

Cincinnati 13 7 3 10-33 

First Quarter 

Cle—Ratley 46 pass from Mayfield 
(Seibert kick), 13:32. 

Cin—Uzomah 15 pass from Dalton 
(Bullock kick), 9:53. 

Cin—Mixon 3 run (kick failed), 4:45. 

Second Quarter 

Cin—Dalton 5 run (Bullock kick), 
10:06. 

Cle-FG Seibert 42, 6:53. 

Cle—Landry 56 pass from Mayfield 
(kick faiied), 1:52. 

Third Quarter 

Cin-FG Builock47, 9:04. 

Fourth Quarter 

Cin-Mixon 2 run (Bullock kick), 14:16. 

Cle—Beckham 20 pass from Mayfield 
(Seibert kick), 7:16. 

Cin-FG Builock46, 1:55. 

A-47,759. 

Cle cin 

First downs 15 

Totai Net Yards 313 

Rushes-yards 20-74 

Passing 239 

Punt Returns 1-9 

Kickoff Returns 3-95 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 12-27-3 

Sacked-Yards Lost 6-40 

Punts 4-51.8 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 i-o 

Penalties-Yards 4-33 3-20 

Time of Possession 25:19 34:41 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Cleveland, Chubb 13-41, 
Mayfield 4-29, Hunt 3-4. Cincinnati, Mixon 
26-162, Dalton 8-10, Erickson 1-5, Bernard 
3-4, Ross l-(minus 2). 

PASSING-Cleveland, Mayfield 12-27- 
3-279. Cincinnati, Dalton 16-28-1-190. 

RECEIVING-Cleveland, Beckham 3- 
81, Hunt 3-32, Landry 2-82, Ratley 2-64, 
Hodge 1-19, Chubb 1-1. Cincinnati, Boyd 
5-59, Uzomah 5-25, Ross 2-42, Eifert 2-34, 
Erickson 1-16, Mixon 1-14. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


22 


3-62 

3-56 

16-28-1 



Chris O’Meara/AP 

Falcons linebacker Deion Jones, right, returns an interception for the 
game-winning touchdown during the overtime on Sunday. 


Jones’ INT return in OT Minshew, Jaguars close 
lifts Falcons over Bucs season by beating Colts 


TAMPA, Fla. — Deion Jones 
intercepted Jameis Winston on 
the first play of overtime and 
returned the ball 28 yards for a 
touchdown to send Atlanta past 
Tampa Bay. 

Winston became the first Bucs 
quarterback to pass for 5,000 
yards in a season but also became 
the first NFL quarterback to toss 
at least 30 touchdowns and 30 in¬ 
terceptions in the same season. 

The Falcons (7-9) tied the game 
with a field goal on the last play 
of regulation and won for the 
sixth time in eight games when 
Jones became the seventh oppos¬ 
ing player to score on a pick-6 off 
Winston this season. 

Matt Ryan completed 30 of 
51 passes for 313 yards and one 
touchdown for Atlanta, which 
saved coach Dan Quinn’s job by 
rebounding from a 1-7 start to 
go 6-2 over the second half of the 
season. 

Ronald Jones II had the first 
100-yard rushing performance 
and Breshad Perriman topped 
100-yards receiving for the third 
straight week. 


Falcons 28, Buccaneers 22 (OT) 

Atlanta 10 6 0 6 6-28 

Tampa Bay 0 22^ 0 0 0—22 

Atl—Sambrail'o 35 pass from Ryan 
(Koo kick), 10:33. 

Atl-FGKoo 27, 6:55. 

Second Quarter 

TB—Brate 2 pass from Winston (Gay 
kick), 10:23. 

Atl-FGKoo 33,5:20. 

TB—White 91 fumble return (Gay 
kick), 3:07. 

Atl-FGKoo 45, :58. 

TB—Perriman 24 pass from Winston 
(Winston run), :11. 

Fourth Quarter 

Atl-FGKoo 43,6:27. 

Atl-FGKoo 33, :00. 

First Overtime 

Atl —D.Jones 27 interception return, 
9:53. 


Atl 


2-54 

30-51-0 

6-27 

2-35.0 


A-50,417. 

First downs 28 14 

Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 5-53 12-97 

Time of Possession 36:22 23:45 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Atlanta, Freeman 18-58, 
Hill 5-21, Ollison 4-9, Ryan 2-0, Smith 1- 
(minus 1). Tampa Bay, Jones 11-106, 
Franklin 1-11, Barber 6-10, Winston 2-5, 
Ogunbowale 1-4. 

PASSING-Atlanta, Ryan 30-51-0-313. 
Tampa Bay, Winston 13-24-2-201. 

RECEIVING-Atlanta, J.Jones 7-78, 
Gage 7-68, Hooper 7-45, Hardy 3-40, Zac- 
cheaus 2-22, Freeman 2-15, Sambrailo 
1-35, Stocker 1-10. Tampa Bay, Perriman 
5-134, Watson 2-27, Barber 2-25, Jones 2- 
10, Grayson 1-3, Brate 1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Tampa Bay, 
Gay 49, Gay 44, Gay 34. 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — This 
much is certain for the Jackson¬ 
ville Jaguars: Minshew Mania 
will continue into 2020. 

Coach Doug Marrone might 
even be around for it. 

Gardner Minshew turned in 
his best performance in two 
months, throwing for 295 yards 
and three touchdowns in a win 
over Indianapolis. 

The rookie closed out Jack¬ 
sonville’s disappointing year by 
strengthening his case to be the 
team’s starting quarterback over 
Nick Foies next season. 

Marrone’s status has been 
unclear since team owner Shad 
Khan fired top executive Tom 
Coughlin last week. 

The Colts (7-9) had a chance to 
finish .500 or better for the sev¬ 
enth time in the past eight years. 
But they did little on offense in the 
second half and Jacoby Brissett 
fumbled on consecutive drives 
in the fourth, ending any chance 
Indianapolis had to end the year 
with consecutive victories. 


Jaguars 38, Colts 20 

Indianapolis 10 10 0 0—20 

Jacksonville 3 13 8 14-38 

First Quarter 

Ind-FG McLaughlin 20, 9:06. 

Jac-FG Lambo 20, 6:19. 

Ind—Mack 5 run (McLaughlin kick). 


Second Quarter 

Jac-FG Lambo 53,12:00. 

Jac—Cole 14 pass from Minshew 
(Lambo kick), 5:42. 

Ind—Mack 8 run (McLaughlin kick), 
2 : 11 . 


Ind-FG McLaughlin 50, :39. 

Jac-FG Lambo 56, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Jac—Armstead 3 pass from Minshew 
(Westbrook pass from Minshew), 8:27. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac—Campbell 8 fumble return (Lam¬ 
bo kick), 9:28. 

Jac—Westbrook 18 pass from Min¬ 
shew (Lambo kick), 4:42. 

A-58,472. 


Ind 

17 


Jac 

23 


12-25-0 

3- 19 
3-44.3 

2-2 

4- 36 
26:07 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Indlanapolls, Mack 15-77, 
Hines 7-34, Brissett 4-17, Pascal 1-4. Jack¬ 
sonville, Armstead 10-33, Ozigbo 9-27, 
Minshew 5-7. 

PASSING-Indlanapolls, Brissett 12- 
25-0-162. Jacksonville, Minshew 27-39-1- 
295. 

RECEIVING-Indlanapolls, Hilton 3-72, 
Hines 3-22, Johnson 2-31, Alie-Cox 1-15, 
Pascal 1-10, Doyle 1-6, Inman 1-6. Jack¬ 
sonville, Westbrook 7-72, Armstead 5-52, 
Chark 4-34, Cole 3-67, Conley 3-38, Ozigbo 
3-23, C.Jones 1-5, DeValve 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 
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Saints finish 13-3 but 
don’t get first-round bye 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — It turns 
out 13 wins weren’t enough to earn 
the New Orleans Saints a first- 
round bye in the NFC playoffs. 

The runaway winners of the 
NFC South will have to win an 
extra game if they hope to reach 
the Super Bowl. They’ll be the No. 
3 seed in the playoffs and host the 
Vikings next weekend. 

The Saints were hoping they 
might get a first-round bye — or 
possibly even home-field ad¬ 
vantage throughout the playoffs 
— after throttling the reeling 
Panthers. Instead, New Orleans 
owner Gayle Benson watched the 
Packers rally to beat the Lions on 
a set of TVs in the press box at 
Bank of America Stadium. Then, 
after the Saints returned home 
to Louisiana, they watched the 
49ers outlast the Seahawks with 
a last-second goal-line stand. The 
Packers, 49ers and New Orleans 
all finished 13-3, but the Saints 
lost out on tiebreakers. 

New Orleans coach Sean Pay- 
ton said earlier Sunday he was 
happy with his team’s aggressive 
approach against Carolina even 
though he didn’t know how the 
playoff seedings would shake out. 

“It’s hard to play this game if 
you’re not emotionally and physi¬ 
cally ready,” said Payton, who 
played his starters until late in 
the third quarter. “There are 
times when seeding has been es¬ 
tablished, and we’ve sat players. 
That’s a different picture.” 

Drew Brees threw for 253 
yards and three touchdowns, 
Alvin Kamara ran for two scores 
and A. J. Klein returned an inter¬ 
ception for a touchdown as the 
Saints handed the Panthers their 
eighth straight loss. 

The only thing that went right 
for Carolina (5-11) was Chris¬ 
tian McCaffrey joining Roger 
Craig and Marshall Faulk as the 
third player in NFL history to 
record 1,000 yards rushing and 
1,000 yards receiving in the same 
season. 


Saints 42, Panthers 10 

New Orleans 14 21 7 0—42 

Carolina 0 3 7 0-10 

First Quarter 

NO-Kamara 15 run (Lutz kick), 10:48. 
NO—Kamara 1 run (Lutz kick), 1:01. 

Second Quarter 

NO—Klein 14 interception return (Lutz 
kick), 12:04. 

NO—T.Smith 1 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 6:27. 

NO—Cook 21 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 2:11. 

Car-FGSlye 23, :32. 

Third Quarter 

NO—T.Hill 45 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 4:24. 

Car—McCaffrey 1 run (Slye kick), :32. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


26-49-2 

2-11 

7-49.6 


35:40 


iNDIViDUAL STATiSTiCS 
RUSHiNG-New Orleans, Murray 17-61, 
Kamara 8-39, Harris 2-13, T.Hill 2-4, Wash¬ 
ington 2-2, Brees l-(minus 1), Bridgewater 
3-(minus 3). Carolina, McCaffrey 9-26, Ai- 
ien 2-5, Grier 3-5, Bonnafon 2-3, Davis 2-2. 

PASSING-New Orleans, Brees 19-30- 
0-253, Bridgewater 1-1-0-14. Carolina, Ai- 
len 25-41-1-295, Grier 1-8-1-4. 

RECEIVING-New Orleans, Smith 5-56, 
Thomas 4-37, J.Hiil 3-35, Cook 2-44, Ka¬ 
mara 2-18, T.Hiii 1-45, Murray 1-14, Ginn 
1-10, Ortiz 1-8. Carolina, McCaffrey 7-72, 
Zyistra 6-96, Bonnafon 2-39, White 2-31, 
Hogan 2-14, Samuel 2-13, Olsen 2-12, 



Brian Blanco/AP 


Panthers running back Christian McCaffrey runs past the Saints’ Carl 
Granderson. McCaffrey to become the third player in NFL history to 
tally 1,000 rushing and 1,000 receiving yards in the same season. 


Rams close Coliseum Garrett future murky as 
with win over Cardinals Cowboys beat Redskins 


LOS ANGELES — Tyler Hig- 
bee and Robert Woods caught 
touchdown passes from Jared 
Goff in the fourth quarter, and the 
Los Angeles Rams bade farewell 
to the Coliseum and secured their 
third straight winning season. 

Goff passed for 319 yards and 
hit Cooper Kupp for 99 yards and 
an early TD, while Los Angeles’ 
defense made four takeaways in 
their final NFL game at the 96- 
year-old Coliseum. The Rams 
(9-7) are moving into palatial 
SoFi Stadium in Inglewood next 
season. 

The 2018 NFC champions were 
eliminated from playoff conten¬ 
tion last week, but they improved 
to 6-0 against Arizona during 
coach Sean McVay’s tenure. 

Kyler Murray wrapped up his 
stellar rookie season with 325 
yards passing for the Cardinals 
(5-10-1), who finished coach Kliff 
Kingsbury’s debut year with their 
fourth consecutive losing record. 


Rams 31, Cardinals 24 

Arizona 7 3 7 7-24 

L.A. Rams 3 14 0 14-31 

First Quarter 

LAR—FG Zuerlein 47, 9:12. 

Ari—Arnold 23 pass from K.Murray 
(Gonzalez kick), 3:54. 

Second Quarter 

LAR—Ma.Brown 3 run (Zuerlein kick), 
10:54. 

LAR—Kupp 6 pass from Goff (Zuerlein 
kick), 3:49. 

Ari-FG Gonzalez 31, :04. 

Third Quarter 

Ari —Byrd 3 pass from K.Murray (Gon¬ 
zalez kick), 4:43. 

Fourth Quarter 

LAR—Higbee 4 pass from Goff (Zuer¬ 
lein kick), 13:34. 

LAR—Woods 11 pass from Goff (Zuer¬ 
lein kick), 7:52. 

Ari —Drake 1 run (Gonzalez kick), 3:53. 


Ari 


LAR 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 393 424 

Rushes-yards 17-71 33-113 

Passing 322 311 

Punt Returns 0-0 2-18 

Kickoff Returns 3-68 1-30 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-23 

Comp-Att-Int 27-43-2 29-45-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-3 1-8 

Punts 3-50.3 4-39.0 

Fumbles-Lost 3-3 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 8-63 10-91 

Time of Possession 23:02 36:58 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-ArIzona, Drake 12-60, Hund¬ 
ley 1-6, Kirk 1-6, K.Murray 2-0, Edmonds 1- 
(minus 1). L.A. Rams, Gurley 20-68, Brown 
9-26, Woods 1-9, Scott 1-6, Goff 2-4. 

PASSING-ArIzona, K.Murray 26-42-2- 
325, Hundley l-l-O-O. L.A. Rams, Goff 29- 
45-0-319. 

RECEIVING-Arizona, Byrd 7-74, Kirk 
7-60, Arnold 4-76, Fitzgerald 4-45, Drake 
3-23, Cooper 1-24, Williams 1-23. L.A. 
Rams, Higbee 8-84, Kupp 7-99, Woods 7- 
67, Cooks 3-40, Gurley 2-21, Brown 1-6, 
Mundt 1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-L.A. Rams, Zu¬ 
erlein 47. 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Jason 
Garrett lost himself in a couple of 
long anecdotes during a reflective 
session with reporters after what 
could have been his last game as 
coach of the Dallas Cowboys. 

When asked whether he expect¬ 
ed to return for a 10th full year in 
2020 with his contract expiring at 
the end of an underachieving sea¬ 
son for Dallas, Garrett got right 
to the point. 

“I have no idea,” the coach said 
Sunday after the Cowboys beat 
Washington behind four touch¬ 
down passes from Dak Prescott 
but were eliminated from the 
playoffs thanks to Philadelphia’s 
victory over the Giants. 

Now the fate of Garrett is in 
the hands of owner Jerry Jones, 
who turned aside numerous at¬ 
tempts to offer a timeframe on a 
decision. 

“I don’t have a shareable time¬ 
table," Jones said. 


Cowboys 47, Redskins 16 


Washington 0 10 6 0-16 

Dallas 6 14 17 10-47 

First Quarter 

Dal-FG Forbath28, 7:41. 

Dal-FG Forbath47, 5:15. 

Second Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 31, 13:37. 

Dal—Elliott 13 pass from Prescott 

(Forbath kick), 11:01. 

Dal-Elliott33 run (Forbath kick), 3:50. 

Was—S.Sims 6 pass from Keenum 

(Hopkins kick), :34. 

Third Quarter 

Was-FG Hopkins 42, 11:54. 

Dal—Gallup 4 pass from Prescott (For¬ 
bath kick), 8:17. 

Was-FG Hopkins 28, 7:00. 

Dal-FG Forbath 48, 4:07. 

Dal—Gallup 32 pass from Prescott 
(Forbath kick), :52. 

Fourth Quarter 

Dal—Gallup 45 pass from Prescott 
(Forbath kick), 12:46. 

Dal-FG Forbath 40, 2:40. 

A-90,646. 


First downs 13 22 

Total Net Yards 271 517 

Rushes-yards 20-88 36-223 

Passing 183 294 

Punt Returns 0-0 3-6 

Kickoff Returns 2-34 2-57 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 18-37-1 23-33-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-23 3-9 

Punts 4-56.8 2-31.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1 

Penalties-Yards 2-10 10-81 

Time of Possession 25:45 34:15 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Washington, Peterson 
13-78, Thompson 3-11, Smallwood 3-5, 
S.Sims l-(minus 6). Dallas, Elliott 18-122, 
Pollard 14-60, Prescott 3-35, Cooper 1-6. 

PASSING—Washington, Keenum 18- 
37-1-206. Dallas, Prescott 23-33-0-303. 

RECEIVING-WashIngton, S.Sims 5-81, 
Hentges 4-62, Harmon 3-33, Sprinkle 3- 
18, C.Sims 1-12, Peterson 1-0, Thompson 
1-0. Dallas, Gallup 5-98, Cobb 5-81, Coo¬ 
per 4-92, Witten 4-24, Elliott 3-2, Pollard 
1-5, Austin 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Giants fire Shurmur, 
GM Gettleman stays 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — 
The New York Giants have fired 
coach Pat Shurmur after the once- 
proud franchise took a step back 
by winning four games in a season 
marked by a franchise record- 
tying nine-game losing streak. 

The Giants also announced 
Monday general manager Dave 
Gettleman will return. 

Co-owners John Mara and 
Steve Tisch informed Shurmur of 
the decision Monday, less than a 
day after the Giants (4-12) failed 
to play the spoiler role and saw the 
Philadelphia Eagles beat them 34- 
17 to win the NFC East. 

“Steve and I have had many ex¬ 
tensive discussions about the state 
of the Giants,” Mara said. “This 
morning, we made the very diffi¬ 
cult decision that it would be in the 
best interest of the franchise that 
we relieve Pat of his duties.” 

“It is never easy to part with 
someone the caliber of Pat. But 
John and I came to the conclusion 
that we need a new voice in the 
coach’s office and made the deci¬ 
sion to bring in new leadership,” 


Tisch said. 

The four-time Super Bowl 
champions have missed the play¬ 
offs seven times in eight years. 

But Mara and Tisch think 
Gettleman has assembled a good 
nucleus of young players led by 
halfback Saquon Barkley and 
quarterback Daniel Jones. 

“We believe he is the right per¬ 
son to lead us going forward,” 
Mara said. “We think he’s ca¬ 
pable of putting a great team to¬ 
gether and he’s going to get that 
opportunity.” 

Shurmur had refused to specu¬ 
late about his future after the 
game. He felt the franchise was 
in better shape than when he took 
over in January 2018. He noted 
the organization now has sal¬ 
ary cap room for free agency and 
draft picks, including the No. 4 
overall selection in 2020. 

Shurmur came to the Giants 
after a successful stint as the of¬ 
fensive coordinator with the Min¬ 
nesota Vikings, where he turned 
Case Keenum from an average 
player into a star for a year. It 
was hoped he would revive Eli 
Manning’s fortunes but it never 
happened. 


Jets close season by Bears edge Vikings 
beating Bills’ backups on Pineiro’s late FG 


ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills 
can finally look ahead to making 
their playoff preparations know¬ 
ing they’re headed to Houston 
next weekend. 

For Sam Darnold and the New 
York Jets (7-9), they have a long 
but hopeful offseason ahead in 
believing their 6-2 second-half 
record has them poised for a bet¬ 
ter future. 

In a game with very little on 
the line for both teams, Dar¬ 
nold hit Jamison Crowder for 
a 1-yard touchdown pass in the 
fourth quarter to beat Buffalo’s 
backups. 


Jets 13, Bills 6 

N.Y. Jets 0 3 0 10-13 

Buffalo 0 0 3 3-6 

Second Quarter 

NYJ-FG Ficken 30, 10:54. 

Third Quarter 

Buf-FG Hauschka 28, 1:29. 

Fourth Quarter 

NYJ—Crowder 1 pass from Darnold 
(Ficken kick), 13:31. 

NYJ-FG Ficken 47,2:05. 

Buf-FG Hauschka 29, :47. 

A-69,016. 


NYJ 

18 


Buf 

17 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 27-86 20-73 

Passing 185 236 

Punt Returns 1-9 1-4 

Kickoff Returns 1-16 3-65 

Interceptions Ret. 2-15 1-2 

Comp-Att-Int 23-36-1 21-40-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-14 1-1 

Punts 5-42.8 6-35.8 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 2-13 5-40 

Time of Possession 31:21 28:39 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-N.Y. Jets, Bell 16-41, Pow¬ 
ell 7-27, Smith 1-20, Darnold 3-(minus 2). 
Buffalo, McKenzie 2-30, Gore 6-26, Yeldon 
7-18, Perry 3-3, Barkley 2-(minus 4). 

PASSING-N.Y. Jets, Darnold 23-36-1- 
199. Buffalo, Barkley 18-35-2-232, Allen 


RECEIVING-N.Y. Jets, Crowder 8- 
66, Bell 5-36, Smith 3-36, Brown 3-32, 
R.Anderson 3-18, Berrios 1-11. Buffalo, 
Williams 6-108, Sweeney 5-76, Yeldon 
3-24, Gore 3-16, McKenzie 2-7, Kroft 1-5, 
Perry 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-N.Y. Jets, Fick¬ 
en 51, Ficken 34. 


MINNEAPOLIS — Eddy Pin¬ 
eiro’s fourth field goal of the game 
with 10 seconds left gave Chicago 
a victory as Minnesota rested its 
regulars. 

“It was really hard,” Vikings 
coach Mike Zimmer said of his 
decision to sideline the starters. 
“I actually didn’t tell some of the 
guys until last night. I wanted 
them to prepare like they were 
getting ready to play.” 

Mitch Trubisky hit Riley Rid¬ 
ley for 34 yards on fourth-and-9 
with 2:36 left from midfield to set 
up the winning kick. 


Chicago 


Bears 21, Vikings 19 


First Quarter 

Chi-FG Pineiro 26, 7:41. 

Chi-FG Pineiro 33, :44. 

Second Quarter 
Min-FG Bailey 37,9:17. 
Chi-safety, 6:03. 

Chi-FG Pineiro 34, 1:51. 

Min-FG Bailey 38, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Chi —Montgomery 14 run (Pi 
kick), 9:49. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min —Boone 1 run (Bailey kick), 1 
Min-FG Bailey 39, 8:54. 

Min-FG Bailey 34, 4:53. 

Chi-FG Pineiro 22, :10. 

A-66,913. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


2-44 

2-16 

26-37-0 


_ 22:20 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Chicago, Montgomery 23- 
113, Cohen 4-20, Patterson 2-14, Nall 2-8, 
Robinson 1-2, Trubisky 2-1. Minnesota, 
Boone 17-148, Abdullah 6-22, Ham 2-4, 
Mannion 1-0. 

PASSING-ChIcago, Trubisky 26-37-0- 
207. Minnesota, Mannion 12-21-2-126. 

RECEIVING-ChIcago, Robinson 9- 
71, Cohen 9-44, Ridley 3-54, Wims 3-23, 
Saubert 1-10, Miller 1-5. Minnesota, 
O.Johnson 3-34, Abdullah 3-14, Hollins 2- 
46, Boone 2-12,1.Smith 1-11, Conklin 1-9. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 
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Chiefs best Bolts, 
snatch No. 2 seed 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes kept scrounging 
around the Kansas City sideline 
for a score update from New Eng¬ 
land, and all the Chiefs quarter¬ 
back learned was that Tom Brady 
had thrown a touchdown pass and 
an interception against Miami. 

That news blackout was by 
design. 

Andy Reid didn’t want anybody 
to know what was transpiring in 
Foxborough, where the Chiefs 
needed the Dolphins to spring a 
big upset Sunday for any hope of 
a first-round playoff bye. Instead, 
the Chiefs’ coach wanted Ma¬ 
homes and Co. to focus on beating 
the Chargers, a game they needed 
for the outcome in New England 
to have any consequence. 

“There was no scoreboard at 
all that had any number of stats 
or anything like that,” Mahomes 
said. “Then I saw that Brady had 
a touchdown and an intercep¬ 
tion and I was trying to add that 
together to figure out what the 
score was.” 

In the end, the two scores that 
mattered went Kansas City’s way: 
The Chiefs beat the Chargers 31- 
21 behind big games from Mecole 
Hardman and Damien Williams, 
and the Dolphins rallied to stun 
the Patriots 27-24 in the closing 
seconds. 

“I knew when the fans started to 
go crazy,” Mahomes said. “It’s ba¬ 
sically a win, that’s what it is. You 
win the first round of the playoffs 
and you get to play a home game. 
We’re excited for that.” 

Mahomes had 174 yards pass¬ 
ing and a touchdown in a rela¬ 
tively low-key performance, but 
his supporting cast picked up the 
slack. Hardman returned a kick- 


Chiefs 31, Chargers 21 

L.A. Chargers 0 7 7 7-21 

Kansas City 3 7 14 7-31 

First Quarter 
KC-FG Butker40, 1:29. 

Second Quarter 

LAC—Allen 12 pass from Rivers 
(Badgley kick), 11:44. 

KC—Robinson 24 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 2:16. 

Third Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 5 run (Badgiey kick), 
13:14. 

KC—Hardman 104 kickoff return (But¬ 
ker kick), 12:58. 

KC-D.Wiliiams 84 run (Butker kick), 
6:26. 

Fourth Quarter 

LAC—Henry 8 pass from Rivers 
(Badgley kick), 5:23. 

KC—D.WIIIIams 7 run (Butker kick), 
2:37. 


A-73,680. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-L.A. Chargers, Ekeler 9-46, 
Gordon 14-46, Jackson 1-11, Rivers 1-5. 
Kansas City.D.Williams 12-124, Mahomes 
7-21, Thompson 4-17. 

PASSING-L.A. Chargers, Rivers 31- 
46-2-281. Kansas City, Mahomes 16-25- 
1-174. 

RECEIVING-L.A. Chargers, Allen 9- 
82, Ekeler 9-43, Gordon 6-76, Henry 5-42, 
M.Williams 2-38. Kansas City, Hill 4-61, 
D.Williams 4-30, Kelce 3-24, Hardman 1- 
30, Robinson 1-24, Watkins 1-8, Bell 1-1, 
Thompson l-(minus 4). 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


LAC 


8-40 

36:04 


KC 


5-39 

23:56 


yards rushing and two TDs on 
just 12 carries — and the Chiefs 
(12-4) turned in another defen¬ 
sive gem. 

Now, the Patriots have to play 
next week and the Chiefs can 
set their sights on the divisional 
round of the playoffs. 

“The extra week off, it’s great 
to have this time of year. You 
work hard for that,” Reid said. 
“I’m proud of our guys for push¬ 
ing through here today, because 
that’s hard to do. You don’t know 


off 104 yards for a touchdown, the scores and you have to have 
Williams ran 84 yards for anoth- the right mindset coming into 
er score — and finished with 124 this. 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 

Tennessee Titans running back Derrick Henry ran for 211 yards and three touchdowns. 


Titans top Texans, 
advance to playoffs 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Mike Vrabel’s 
playoff debut as a head coach 
will come against the team he 
helped to three Super Bowl titles 
as player. 

But don’t expect the gruff sec¬ 
ond-year coach of the Tennes¬ 
see Titans to reminisce about 
his time with the New England 
Patriots as next weekend’s game 
approaches. 

“I’m not emotional,” Vrabel 
said. “I just know what’s ahead 
and ... it’s about being focused on 
the Patriots and how I get these 
guys prepared to go on the road. 
You’re basically walking into the 
viper’s den.” 

The Titans secured their play¬ 
off spot with a 35-14 victory on 
Sunday over the Houston Texans, 
who had already bested Tennes¬ 
see for the AFC South crown and 
had nothing to play for. Derrick 


Henry rushed for a season-high 
211 yards and three touchdowns 
for the Titans (9-7), who will 
now prepare for their intriguing 
first-round matchup with New 
England. 

“I haven’t had a paycheck with 
a Patriots logo on it since 2008,” 
Vrabel said. “It’s no different than 
coaching against them with the 
Texans or coaching against them 
last year. It’s a huge challenge to 
go up there and try to win.” 

The Texans (10-6), who rested 
quarterback Deshaun Watson and 
other key players, were locked 
into the AFC’s fourth seed when 
Kansas City won earlier Sunday. 
Houston will host the Buffalo 
Bills next weekend. 

Tennessee got its first win at 
Houston since Jan. 1, 2012. 

Ryan Tannehill threw for 198 
yards and two touchdowns for 
Tennessee. 


Titans 35, Texans 14 

Tennessee 7 7 7 14-35 

Houston 7 0 7 0-14 

First Quarter 

Hou—D.Johnson 1 run (Fairbairn kick), 
7:25. 

Ten—A.Brown 51 pass from Tannehill 
(G.Joseph kick), 5:33. 

Second Quarter 

Ten —Pruitt 1 pass from Tannehill 
(G.Joseph kick), 9:42. 

Third Quarter 

Ten —Henry 3 run (G.Joseph kick), 
10:06. 

Hou—McCarron 1 run (Fairbairn kick). 


I (G.Joseph kick). 


Ten —Henry 53 r 
2:54. 

A-71,794. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 

Time of Possession _ 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Tennessee, Henry 32-211, 
Tannehill 5-20, Lewis 1-7, J.Smith 1-7. 
Houston, Jones 9-40, McCarron 5-39, 
Hyde 4-13, D.Johnson 4-12, Howell 3-5. 

PASSING-Tennessee, Tannehill 13-20- 
0-198, Mariota 1-1-0-24. Houston, McCar¬ 
ron 21-36-1-225. 

RECEIVING—Tennessee, A.Brown 4- 
124, C.DavIs 4-44, Pruitt 2-13, R.Davis 
1-16, Sharpe 1-13, Blasingame 1-7, Firk- 
ser 1-5. Houston, Carter 6-65, Akins 5-54, 
□.Johnson 5-45, Mitchell 2-37, Jones 1-9, 
Thomas 1-8, Coutee 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


5-37 

28:21 


5-35 

31:39 


Ravens 28, Steelers 10 

Pittsburgh 0 7 3 0-10 

Baltimore 6 10 0 12-28 

First Quarter 

Bal-FG Tucker 45,7:56. 

Bal-FG Tucker 22,2:40. 

Second Quarter 

Pit-Snell 4 run (Boswell kick), 12:50. 
Bal-FG Tucker 42, 1:10. 

Bal-HIII 8 run (Tucker kick), :21. 

Third Quarter 
Pit-FG Boswell 26, 9:55. 

Fourth Quarter 
Bal-FG Tucker 47, 13:29. 

Bal —Richards 0 fumble return (Tucker 
kick), 4:36. 


6-47 

20:33 


6-35 

39:27 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-PIttsburgh, Snell 18-91, 
Whyte 3-1, Berry 1-0, Hodges l-(mlnus 
1). Baltimore, Edwards 21-130, Griffin 8- 
50, Hill 10-39, Levine 1-2, D.Thomas 1-1, 
McSorley 1-1, Snead 1-0, Moore 1-0. 

PASSING-PIttsburgh, Hodges 9-25-0- 
95. Baltimore, Griffin 11-21-1-96. 

RECEIVING-PIttsburgh, Johnson 4-54, 
McDonald 2-19, Smith-Schuster 2-6, Sam¬ 
uels 1-16. Baltimore, Snead 3-22, H.Hurst 
2-35, M.Brown 2-15, Hill 1-10, Boyle 1-6, 
Scott 1-6, Edwards 1-2. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Ravens rely on defense for 12th consecntive win 


Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — Soaked to the core 
after standing in the rain for well over 
three hours, coach John Harbaugh 
smiled broadly once the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens wrapped up the finest regular sea¬ 
son in franchise history by playing hard 
and effectively in a game that had abso¬ 
lutely no bearing on the team’s playoff 
stature. 

“That puts an exclamation point on an 
excellent season,” Harbaugh declared 
in the wake of the Ravens’ 12th straight 
victory, a 28-10 rout of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers on Sunday. 

The game meant far more to the Steel¬ 
ers (8-8) than the Ravens (14-2), who 
had already locked up the top seed in 
the AFC and rested seven key players. 

No matter. Baltimore was looking 
to better the 13-3 record of the 2006 
squad, and the Ravens never go easy 
when Pittsburgh comes to town. 

“We definitely had to win this game. 
It means a lot to us to be 14-2 this year,“ 


cornerback Jimmy Smith said. “It’s a 
Steelers game, too. It’s not the Titans or 
something." 

Harbaugh placed seven starters on 
the inactive list — including quarter¬ 
back Lamar Jackson, injured running 
back Mark Ingram (calf), guard Mar¬ 
shal Yanda and safety Earl Thomas. 

All seven players, six of whom were 
voted to the Pro Bowl, should return 
to action on the weekend of Jan. 11-12, 
when Baltimore opens postseason play 
following a first-round bye. 

“This is the best team in football dur¬ 
ing the regular season. There’s no doubt 
about that,” Harbaugh said. “That’s 
done. But that doesn’t count anything 
toward the next season.” 

He was, of course, referring to the 
playoffs. Baltimore was eliminated in 
the opening round last year, but ex¬ 
pectations are much higher this time 
around. Pittsburgh entered the game 
needing help to fulfill its quest to be¬ 
come only the seventh team since 1970 
to reach the playoffs after an 0-3 start. 



Nick Wass/AP 


Baltimore Ravens cornerback Brandon Carr, left, stops 
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Devlin Hodges from 
throwing a pass in the Ravens’ 28-10 win Sunday. 
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Adam Hunger/AP 

Giants quarterback Daniel Jones, left, is sacked by Philadelphia Eagles defensive end Brandon Graham. 


Eagles limp way 
to NFC East title 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— Wearing green “The East Is 
Not Enough” T-shirts and divi¬ 
sion champion baseball caps, the 
Philadelphia Eagles showed off 
their dance moves in the visiting 
locker room after a group of back¬ 
ups, reserves and former practice 
squad players helped the team se¬ 
cure a playoff berth. 

Boston Scott ran for three 
touchdowns in the second half 
and the injury-ravaged Eagles 
beat the New York Giants 34-17 
on Sunday to win the NFC East. 

Carson Wentz led Philadelphia 
(9-7) to four straight must-wins 
and the team finished an elimina¬ 
tion game without seven starters 
on offense. 


“We’re still hungry," Wentz 
said. “We’re not done yet.” 

The Eagles host Seattle (11-5) in 
a wild-card game next weekend. 

Already missing three start¬ 
ing wide receivers for the fourth 
straight game, the Eagles also 
began the game without Pro Bowl 
tight end Zach Ertz and right 
tackle Lane Johnson. 

Then they lost running back 
Miles Sanders and three-time 
Pro Bowl right guard Brandon 
Brooks in the first half 
But Scott, Josh Perkins, Greg 
Ward, Deontay Burnett and Rob¬ 
ert Davis combined for 16 catches 
on 25 targets, 225 yards receiv¬ 
ing, 54 yards rushing and four 
TDs. The five players were cut 
a combined eight times by four 
teams since Aug. 31. 


Eagles 34, Giants 17 

Philadelphia 3 7 7 17-34 

N.Y. Giants 0 3 14 0-17 

First Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 31, 3:39. 

Second Quarter 
NYG-FG Rosas 37,5:16. 

Phi —Perkins 24 pass from Wentz (El¬ 
liott kick), 1:52. 

Third Quarter 

NYG—Tate 20 pass from D.Jones (Ro¬ 
sas kick), 9:41. 

Phi-B.Scott 7 run (Elliott kick), 2:21. 
NYG-Barkley 68 run (Rosas kick), 
2:05. 

Fourth Quarter 

Phi-FG Elliott 50, 13:58. 

Phi-B.Scott 2 run (Elliott kick), 13:00. 
Phi-B.Scott 2 run (Elliott kick), 6:14. 


First downs 25 19 

Total Net Yards 400 397 

Rushes-yards 31-121 21-122 

Passing 279 275 

Punt Returns 2-3 4-22 

Kickoff Returns 1-4 5-115 

Interceptions Ret. 1-3 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 23-40-0 28-47-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-10 4-26 

Punts 7-43.3 6-42.8 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-1 

Penalties-Yards 7-55 4-48 

Time of Possession 31:25 28:35 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Philadelphia, Scott 19-54, 
Sanders 9-52, Wentz 3-15. N.Y. Giants, 
Barkley 17-92, Jones 3-26, Allen 1-4. 

PASSING-Philadelphia, Wentz 23-40- 
0-289. N.Y. Giants, Jones 28-47-1-301. 

RECEIVING-Philadelphia, Ward 6-43, 
Scott 4-84, Goedert 4-65, Perkins 4-50, 
Sanders 3-(minus 1), Burnett 2-48. N.Y. 
Giants, K.Smith 8-98, Tate 5-68, Shepard 
5-39, D.Slayton 4-50, Barkley 3-25, Latim¬ 
er 2-12, Allen 1-9. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


49ers win, gain 
top playoff seed 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Richard Sher¬ 
man again wore the hat of a divi¬ 
sion champion as he walked out of 
the locker room in Seattle. 

Except this time there was a 
San Francisco logo beneath the 
words “NFC West champions.” 

“It’s a great feeling. It’s a great 
feeling to get the one seed, to be 
NFC West champions,” Sherman 
said. “That’s your goal coming 
into the year. That’s the first goal 
you have to accomplish so that 
you can get a home game in the 
playoffs. We’ve worked hard. It 
was a tough season, there were 
a lot of teams playing really well 
down the stretch. But I’m thank¬ 
ful. I’ve believed in our team, our 
team believes in each other and 
that’s what makes it special.” 

The road to the Super Bowl 
in the NFC will go through San 
Francisco for the first time since 
1997 — by a matter of inches 
— after the 49ers beat the Seattle 
Seahawks 26-21 on Sunday night 
to clinch the NFC West title. San 
Francisco has home-field advan¬ 
tage throughout the conference 
playoffs after winning its first di¬ 
vision title since 2012. 

And it was another chapter in 
a growing list of classic, memo¬ 
rable games between the division 
rivals, with San Francisco earn¬ 
ing its first win in Seattle since 
2011. 

“It’s pretty incredible, espe¬ 
cially from the start of the season 
and the hearsay and everything 
of our team and what we were 


49ers 26, Seahawks 21 

San Francisco 10 3 6 7—26 

Seattle 0 0 7 14-21 

First Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 47, 7:35. 

SF-Samuel 30 run (Gould kick), :24. 

Second Quarter 

SF-FG Gould 30, 5:44. 

Third Quarter 

Sea—Lockett 14 pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 5:46. 

SF-Mostert 2 run (pass failed), 3:25. 

Fourth Quarter 

Sea—Lynch 1 run (Myers kick), 9:55. 

SF-Mostert 13 run (Gould kick), 5:51. 

Sea—Metcalf 14 pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 3:36. 

A-69,162. 

SF Sea 

First downs 18 27 

Total Net Yards 398 348 

Rushes-yards 24-128 30-125 

Passing 270 223 

Punt Returns 2-6 1-16 

Kickoff Returns 1-0 1-17 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 18-22-0 25-40-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-15 1-10 

Punts 2-47.0 3-50.0 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 8-57 5-29 

Time of Possession 27:04 32:56 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—San Francisco, Mostert 10- 
57, Samuel 2-33, Breida 4-16, Coleman 
5-11, Kittle 1-7, Garoppolo 2-4. Seattle, 
Homer 10-62, Lynch 12-34, Wilson 8-29. 

PASSING—San Francisco, Garoppolo 
18-22-0-285. Seattle, Wilson 25-40-0-233. 

RECEIVING-San Francisco, Kittle 7- 
86, Samuel 5-102, Sanders 3-25, Juszczyk 
1-49, Mostert 1-16, Coleman 1-7. Seattle, 
Metcalf 6-81, Lockett 6-51, Homer 5-30, 
Hollister 4-25, Moore 2-30, Ursua 1-11, 
Swoopes 1-5. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


going to do, and to come out here 
and get the one seed, it’s a pretty 
nice feeling," quarterback Jimmy 
Garoppolo said. 

The 49ers (13-3) are the top 
seed in the NFC playoffs for the 
first time in 22 years and will 
face the conference’s lowest re¬ 
maining seed at home on Satur¬ 
day, Jan. 11. San Francisco was 
dominant in the first half and 
made enough big plays in the sec¬ 
ond to hold off Seattle’s rally from 
a 13-0 halftime deficit. 


Packers slip past Lions 
to earn first-round bye 


By Larry Lage 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — Aaron Rodgers was 
on the money when Green Bay needed 
him most, overcoming one of his worst 
games this season. 

Rodgers threw a short and accurate 
pass to Aaron Jones, whose 31-yard re¬ 
ception set up Mason Crosby’s 33-yard 
field goal as time expired to lift the 
Packers to a 23-20 win over the Detroit 
Lions. The win earned Green Bay a No. 
2 seed and a first-round bye. 

“We’re going to be a tough team to 
deal with in the playoffs,” Rodgers 
said. 

The Packers (13-3) fell behind the 
last-place Lions by two touchdowns in 
the second quarter and didn’t lead until 
Crosby made his second game-winning 
kick against Detroit this season. 

Green Bay won a fifth straight game 
despite Rodgers struggling for much of 
the afternoon. Rodgers was 27-for-55 
for 323 yards with two touchdowns and 
an interception. He connected on less 


than half of his attempts for the second 
time this season and finished with his 
second-lowest rating of the year. 

“Too many missed throws,” Rodgers 
acknowledged after throwing the most 
passes he has in 2019, tying the third- 
highest total of his career. “I felt good 
about the throws. That’s the crazy thing. 
We were just a little bit off at times. 

“When we had to make a play, we 
made the play.” 

The Lions (3-12-1) did not, following 
a season-long trend. They closed with 
nine straight losses for their longest los¬ 
ing streak in a season since going 0-16 
in 2008. 

“This game was in some ways a mi¬ 
crocosm of our season,” guard Graham 
Glasgow said. “We started out well and 
we were running the ball, but when it 
came to the second half and finishing 
the game, we didn’t pull it out.” 

David Blough was 12-for-29 for 122 
yards with an interception — and a 19- 
yard touchdown reception — filling in 
for Matthew Stafford, who had a sea¬ 
son-ending back injury. 


Packers 23, Lions 20 

Green Bay 0 3 7 13-23 

Detroit 7 10 0 3-20 

First Quarter 

Det—Blough 19 pass from Amendola 
(Prater kick), 7:59. 

Second Quarter 

Det—K.Johnson 1 run (Prater kick), 
3:13. 

GB-FG M.Crosby32, :20. 

Det-FG Prater 42, :00. 

Third Quarter 

GB—D.Adams 20 pass from Rodgers 
(M.Crosby kick), 3:10. 

Fourth Quarter 
GB-FG M.Crosby 40, 12:07. 

Det-FG Prater 56, 11:08. 

GB—Lazard 28 pass from Rodgers 
(M.Crosby kick), 5:19. 

GB-FG M.Crosby 33, :00. 

A-62,840. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


GB 

25 


9-97 

34:56 


Det 

17 


4-50 

25:04 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Green Bay, Jones 25-100, 
Ervin 1-10, D.Williams 2-9, Rodgers 2-1. 
Detroit, T.Johnson 3-65, K.Johnson 11-53, 
Scarbrough 9-42, Blough 2-11. 

PASSING-Green Bay, Rodgers 27-55- 

1- 323. Detroit, Blough 12-29-1-122, Amen¬ 
dola 1-1-0-19. 

RECEIVING-Green Bay, D.Adams 7- 
93, Lazard 4-69, Graham 4-49, Allison 
3-17, Jones 2-43, Valdes-Scantling 2-19, 
Tonyan 2-9, Lewis 1-12, Kumerow 1-7, Er¬ 
vin 1-5. Detroit, Golladay 3-72, Amendola 

2- 16, Lacy 2-12, James 2-5, Blough 1-19, 
Thomas 1-15, McKissic 1-4, Agnew l-(mi- 
nus2). 



Rick Ostentoski/AP 


Packers wide receiver Allen Lazard snags a pass for a 
touchdown while being defended by Uons comerback 
Darius Slay during Green Bay’s win at Detroit on Sunday. 
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49ers make stand, earn NFC’s No. 1 seed; 
Patriots fall to Dolphins, fail to lock up bye 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 
Associated Press 


Tom Brady and the New England Patriots will be playing in the postseason 
a week earlier than usual. 

The defending Super Bowl champions open the playoffs during wild-card 
weekend for the first time since 2009 after they lost 27-24 to the Miami 
Dolphins on Sunday and Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs 
beat the Los Angeles Chargers 31-21 to earn a first-round bye. 

“We didn’t play the way we’re capable of playing and it ended up cost¬ 
ing us,” Brady said. “Just too many bad mistakes.” 

The Patriots (12-4) are the No. 3 overall seed in the AFC and will have 
to fix things in a hurry as they host Tennessee (9-7) next Saturday night. 

“We’ve got a game next week, we’ve got to get ready to go,” Patri¬ 
ots safety Devin McCourty said. “Nobody should feel sorry for us, we 
shouldn’t feel sorry for ourselves. Our goal is to play in the playoffs. We 
got a shot next week at all of that.” 

San Francisco earned the No. 1 seed and home-field advantage in the 

SEE WILD ON PAGE 19 


Tom Brady and the Patriots have never 
reached the Super Bowl when they have 
played in the first round of the playoffs. 

Elise Amendola/AP 





